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President’s
Message

Dear Fellow Gardeners:

We have good news!  The 
directors voted to submit to the 
membership a dues reduction 
proposal effective January 1, 
2007.  Ballots will be sent out 
soon to vote whether to change 
dues as follows: $15 for 
individual dues, $20 for family
dues and $200 for a life 
membership.

Our hope is that the 
dissatisfied members will 
reconsider their thoughts of 
disaffiliation.  There has been 
much dedicated work done by 
officers and former Presidents 
toward the betterment of our 
organization.  I wish to extend 
my appreciation to them, and all 
committees for their hard work. 
I hope not to undermine, but to 
build on their expertise.

  The office staff at headquarters 
deserve our appreciation for all 
they do.

I remind you that the 2006 
Convention is April 20-22, in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. 
When  the  directors   had   their

meeting there a few years ago, 
we were truly welcomed, and 
had great facilities and 
activities.

  To you all from Headquarters

Host clubs put much effort 
into planning these conventions, 
and a good attendance is their 
reward.  So please, plan on 
attending this convention.

You may get in touch with me
at lhenney@bright.net.  Please 
notice that the email address 
starts with a lower case “L” not 
a number 1 (one).  You may
also contact me by phone: home
419-238-9351 or work 419-238-
1580.

Sincerely,
     Dale Davies 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

  Please keep TGOA/MGCA
headquarters notified of any 
changes in your status and/or 
address or of any administrative
problems you may have. 
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“TOGETHER, EVERYBODY
ACCOMPLISHES MORE”

JANUARY 2006 
16 – Martin Luther King Day

FEBRUARY
2 – Ground Hog Day 

12 – Lincoln’s Birthday 
14 – Valentine’s Day
20 – President’s Day 

22 – Washington’s Birthday

“What do we receive from
national?  It depends upon 
how much we are willing to 
give.”
Bill Lanning, Past President

To be involved
is to have a voice 
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To: All members RED AND BLUE BOOKS 
From: Dale Davies, (will be a big help to you) 
National President 
November 5, 2005 
Subject: Dues Option

At the directors meeting on 
Saturday, November 5, 2005, a 
motion was made, seconded and 
approved, for a reduction in 
individual dues for our 
organization from $30 to $15 
beginning for 2007.  This 
proposal will be put on a ballot 
that will be timely sent before
the April convention.

Each club should have a 
member or two who have 
internet capabilities.

Please print both the Red and 
Blue books off the TGOA / 
MGCA web site at:

(www.tgoa-mgca.org).

The members only password is 
“lily.”

It is in your best interest to put 
both books into a binder, which 
should be passed on from one 
club president to the next. 

The new dues as of January 1, 
2007 are as follows: 

These two books are so full of 
information that will help club 
& region officers, members and 
committees.

    Individual membership: $15 
    Family membership: $20 
    Life membership: $200 

If the ballot proposal passes, 
membership in AHS will no 
longer be an automatic feature 
of TGOA/MGCA membership.
Thus, the new basic dues will 
not include any magazine.

AUDIO-VISUAL
COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Bob Novak 
260-497-0461, 1913 

Falcon Hill Pl.,
  Any member wishing to
continue with AHS in 2007 will 
have an option to do so for the 
discounted cost that 
TGOA/MGCA is charged by 
AHS.

Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 
Thebobnovak@aol.com

  This will not affect our
affiliation with AHS in 2006. 

The board of directors is 
making every effort to respond 
to the wishes and concerns of 
the membership.

We feel this effort should have 
better club and national 
cooperation, which should lead 
to increased membership.

Signed,
Dale Davies 
President TGOA/MGCA 

TGOA/MGCA 2006 
National Executive Officers 

President: Dale Davies, P.O. Box 
524, Van Wert, OH 45891,
419-238-9351,
lhenney@bright.net

First Vice President: James Mack, 
1101 Broadmore, Tempe, AZ 
85282, 480-966-8387, 
jandjmack@cox.net

Second Vice President: Chuck
Burt, P.O. Box 606, Austin, TX 
78767, 512-606-0177, 
txcwdancer@hotmail.com

Third Vice President:  Bob
Grossman, 6115 Linden, Dallas, TX 
75230………972-701-8300
bobgrossman@prodigy.net

Immediate Past President:
William Carney, 2984 Algonquin 
Dr., Poland, OH 44514,
330-757-9207,
wjcarney@juno.com

Treasurer: Steven Bush, 1522 17th

St., West Des Moines, IA 50265, 
515-225-9638,
bushfinancial@mchsi.com

TGOA/MGCA SUPPORT 

Administrative Assistant, AJ 
Freeman, 5560 Merle Hay Rd.,
Johnston, IA 50131, 515-278-0295, 
tgoasecy@dwx.com

Membership Manager / 
Bookkeeper, Bob Young, P.O. Box
241, Johnston, IA 50131-6245, 515-
278-0295, Fax: 515-278-6245, 
mgcambr@dwx.com

Open your eyes and look for 
some man, who needs a little 
time, a little friendship, a little 
sympathy, a little sociability, 
a little human toil…it is 
needed in every nook and 
corner. Therefore search an
see if there is not someplace
where you may invest
humanity.  Albert Schweitzer

d

your  Please contact Mr. Bob
Young, for national
membership and finance
questions or actions at TGOA /
MGCA headquarters,

ia email:
mgcambr@dwx.com

afternoons, M-F,
515-278-0295, or v

INTERESTING WEBSITES 
bmelera@landrethseeds.com
www.hatchergarden.org
Pevans@Longwoodgardens.org
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Garden Club of Mason City, 
Iowa.

Profiles for the 2006 
National 3rd Vice President 
and the 2007 National 3rd

Vice President Elect.
  * Master Gardener for
Harmony Ranch (a ranch for 
mentally disabled children) in 
Clear Lake, Iowa.
  * National Director of
Mid-America Region and Life 
member of TGOA/MGCA.

  2007, 3rd Vice President elect, 
Jerome Frampton, Clear Lake, 
IA.

2006 Calendars 

  The 2006 TGOA/MGCA
calendars are here; ready to 
hang in your office or home.
They also make great presents 
for family and friends.  These 
calendars are good to give to 
new members, used as a 
recruiting tool and are suitable 
for framing.  They also can be 
given to local stores / 
businesses for their sale or as an 
appreciation gift for their 
support.

  Bob Grossman, Dallas, TX
was installed as 3rd Vice 
President in November 2005.

Jerome W. Frampton was born 
and raised in southwest Iowa. 
He served in the Army in 
Verdun, France during the 
Korean conflict.  He then 
returned to Iowa, married his 
wife, Sally, and worked as a 
court reporter for 32 years.

Born November 24, 1934 in 
Marysville, Mo.  Was moved to 
Texas at 10 months.  He 
graduated from S.M.U. in 1962 
with a degree in marketing.  He 
worked in the packaging 
business since 1959.  He started 
Metropak, Inc. in 1976 and has 
since sold it to his son. 
Presently he has a business, 
Armadillo packaging, with his 
wife Connie.  They sell 
packaging to retail stores and 
some industrial customers.

Jerome is retired and a 
widower.  He resides in Clear 
Lake, IA, and has four children 
and seven grandchildren.

2006 TGOA/MGCA National
Convention, April 20-22, 
featured gardens in
Spartanburg, SC

Jerome has always been an 
active member of his church, 
Clear Lake Evangelical Free 
Church and currently serves on 
the Mission Board.  He also 
serves as a volunteer for 
Hospice of North Iowa and Red 
Cross.

By Linda McHam

Bob has been in the First 
Men’s Garden Cub of Dallas for 
20 years and has been club 
president twice.

Bob is a past president of the 
Town North Toastmasters.  He 
is also a board member of the 
Park Cities Rotary Club, Dallas.

He and Connie try to spend as 
much time as possible at their 
cabin in Colorado.  They have a 
son, Eric, 40; two daughters, 
Ciane, 29, a schoolteacher and 
Michele, 37, who was killed in 
a car crash December 2003 (her 
10 month old son, Camden
survived the crash).

  Jerome is a Master Gardener
who loves caring for his five 
gardens.  He is also involved in 
the following:

  * Member of Central
Gardeners of North Iowa, East 
Valley Garden Club of Mesa, 
AZ, Ventura Garden Club of 
Ventura, Iowa, Federated 
Garden Clubs of America, Iowa 
State Horticulture Society, and 
the Clear Lake Farmer’s
Market.

Two of the gardens that you 
will see on April 21, 2006, are 
Milliken & Company and 
Hatcher Garden & Woodland
Preserve.  Milliken is an 
internationally known, 
privately-held textile and 
chemical manufacturer for 
industries as varied as interior 
furnishings, apparel, auto-
motives, aeronautics, sports, 
hospitality, and the military,
among many more. Its 
headquarters are located in 
Spartanburg, SC. The company
focuses on safety, quality, 
research, innovation, and 
customer service.   * Horticulture judge. 

  * Past president and
current secretary of North Iowa

  In the late 1980s, Chairman
(continued on the top of page 4) 2006
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and CEO Roger Milliken had 
the idea that his employees
would be healthier and more
productive if encouraged to 
exercise on site. To that end, he 
set about creating a corporate 
environment that included an 
indoor fitness center, jogging 
trails, natural areas, and formal
areas of beauty throughout the 
600-acre campus of Milliken & 
Co. In the middle of an old 
peach orchard, he created an 
arboretum of national
recognition, engaging Michael 
Dirr (Univ. of Georgia 
professor and author on woody 
landscape plants) and Rick 
Webel (Long island, NY, 
landscape architect) to set the 
stage.

dominated by cotton fields, the 
land had long since been 
abandoned and had deep 
gullies. Undeterred, they began 
turning their dream of a 
community green space into a 
reality: amending soil, building 
paths and ponds, and planting 
over 10,000 trees, shrubs and 
flowers. They welcomed the 
public to their backyard garden 
and expanded it over the years 
by buying the properties 
contiguous to them.

              GARDENERS 
                 GONE TO 
                     REST 

Oct/Dec 05

    Charles Beall, Arlington, TX 
    Ralph Benz, Tucson, AZ 
    Jack Braghirol, Inman, SC 
    Zenas Cruickshank,
      Akron, OH 
    Stephen Dubetz, Stow, OH 
    Thomas Guihan, Groton, OH 
    Paul Hilty, Pandora, OH 

  The arboretum contains
approximately 150 trial
cultivars of trees provided by 
and under the evaluation of J. 
Frank Schmidt Nursery of 
Boring, OR.  Schmidt uses trial 
results in marketing for the 
Southeast. For Milliken, this 
information provides
recommendations of plant 
material for use at Milliken 
manufacturing locations and is 
shared with the community.
There are collections of 
magnolias, beeches, red and 
sugar maples, Japanese maples,
conifers, hickories, elms, oaks, 
hollies, ashes, honey locusts, 
cherries, and crabapples.

As the garden grew, members
of the Spartanburg Men's
Garden Club, the Spartanburg 
Garden Club Council, Spartan-
burg Technical College, the 
City of Spartanburg, and the 
Spartanburg Master Gardener 
program became intrigued with 
the Hatchers and their vision for 
the garden.     These community
members joined as volunteers 
providing labor as well as 
financial support for the 
garden's development. The 
result is 10 acres of green space 
in the center of the city of
Spartanburg hosting a diversity 
of flora and fauna and 
complemented by water ponds, 
walking paths and a variety of 
garden spaces.  Today, Hatcher 
Garden is a not-for-profit 
organization and Spartanburg’s 
only public garden.  Spartan-
burg is excited about this 
opportunity to show you what 
one of the top corporations in 
the world and our local, 
signature garden are doing to 
enhance our local community.
Both are leading the way in 
promoting plants in the 
workplace, home and
community.  lm

    Lyn Ingham, Elgin, IL 
    Robert Jonas,
      North Riverside, IL 
    Ray Nemeckay, Detroit, MI 
    Stephen Smith, Ashville, NC 
    Arthur Swanson,
      Fairlawn, OH 
    Elmer Solt, Akron, OH 
    Wilbur Trombley Jr.,
      Perrysburg, OH 
    John Watterson, KC, MO 
    George Wegrzyn,
      Spartanburg, SC

STEPHEN R. SMITH 
Obituary from the Ashville 
Citizen-Times newspaper: 

Stephen R. Smith passed away 
Thursday, Nov. 24, 2005, at 
Deerfield Episcopal Retirement
Community, from heart failure. 

Born in Troy, N.Y., Sept. 30, 
1924, Steve grew up in 
Philadelphia and served in the 
Army Air Corps during World
War II. After the war, he 
graduated from the University 
of Virginia and Yale Law 
School.  He practiced law first 
in New York City and then 
Chicago, where he joined 
Sunbeam Appliance Company,
rising to president before 
retiring to Asheville in 1985 
and became part owner of 
(continued on the top of page 5) 

  Hatcher Garden began in
1969, when Harold and 
Josephine Hatcher retired to 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 
with the dream of creating a 
green space for the Spartanburg 
community.         They bought a 
home within the city limits - an 
acre of land with running water 
on it and room for expansion 
into neighboring lots.         Once

AHS website: www.ahs.org
Password: blooms

4



SUPPLEMENT TO THE AMERICAN GARDENER JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2006

Damp-Chaser Electronics Co. in 
Hendersonville. He also served 
as president of Men's Garden 
Club of Asheville and, in 1998-
99, of The Gardeners of 
America / Men's Garden Clubs 
of America.

the same species and variety) is 
bigger than one I have on my
current list, I replace it.

is the tree that biblical scholars 
think the crown of thorns might
have been made from. It’s in
Prairie Village. How many trees are on your

latest list? Ever thought of, er, branching 
out to other states?   205 varieties 

  Out of all your “champions,”
what’s the biggest of all? 

No.  There’s a national list of
champion trees done by the
National Forest Service.  My list 
has two champions.  One’s a rock 
elm and the other’s a dwarf 
chinquapin oak, both in Swope 
Park.

Steve is survived by his wife 
of 37 years, Nancy Ricker 
Smith; five children by a former
marriage, Virginia Smith of
Canada and Florida, Dr. Karl 
Smith and his wife, Liz, of 
Florida, Alice Keller of
California, Dr. Robert Smith
and his wife, Patty, of 
Pennsylvania and Christopher 
Smith and his wife, Susan, of 
New Jersey. Twelve
grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and his brother, 
Richard Smith of Alabama, also 
survive him.  Son, Stephen 
Smith of Salt Lake City, 
preceded him in death. 

It’s a cottonwood.  It’s 306 inches
around, 110 feet high with a spread 
of 120 feet.  It’s located at Lamar
and Foxridge Road in Overland 
Park.
What areas does your list 

cover?
What’s most important to you 

these days? 
  Making sure we take care of our 
trees.  “Only God can make a tree” 
is true.  But he put us here as 
custodians.     And over the years
man hasn’t done too great a job 
saving the environment.

Johnson, Wyandotte, Clay and 
Jackson counties. 
  Where can you get the list? 
  At www.powellgardens.org or 
send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: Trees, 447 W. 99th St., 
Kansas City, Mo. 64114. 

We have to ask, if you could be
a tree, what kind of tree would
you be? 

CAN HE GARDEN OR 
WHAT???

Swamp white oak.  My favorite 
tree. Bob Smoker of the GOA of 

Topeka, KS grew 1670 pounds 
of tomatoes in 2005 and 2311 
pounds in 1998.  He only used 
40 plants to realize such a huge 
harvest and used no commercial
fertilizer.  The only non-organic 
product he used was a couple of 
TUMS tablets around each plant 
for calcium.

  Why? 
It’s just a stately tree, very

majestic.
HE’S THE TREES’ BEST Didn’t you have a tree planted

in your honor?    FRIEND. 
By James A. Russell, I had two.  One at Loose Park and

another at Powell Gardens, both
swamp white oaks.

  The Kansas City Star 

If local trees could pick a 
champion, Chuck Brasher would 
be at the top of their list. Because
trees have been at the top of
Brasher’s list his entire life. 

  How do people use your list? 
Scouts use it to identify trees for

merit badges, and horticultural
schools use it for field trips. 
People in the landscape business
use it to see what a certain tree will 
look like when it has matured.
Families use it for fun.

Most of us have heard Bob 
Smoker referred to as the “King 
of Compost” but now think that 
we'll have to give him a new 
title of King of Tomatoes.

  Brasher, 83, owned Country Club
Tree Service for 47 hears, worked 
as a city forester in the ‘50s and 
has won more than 40 awards for 
his work.  And since 1976 he has
compiled a champion tree list, 
honoring hundreds of large and
unusual trees in the Kansas City
area.  He was just finishing his
latest update of large, impressive
or unusual trees when we caught 
up with him.

Are most of your champion 
trees big and old?   He adds compost consisting

mostly of composted leaves and 
rabbit manure in the fall the last 
25 years to build up his soil.  He 
starts each year with twelve 
tomato plants in early April 
with Wall-O-Water protecting 
them from freezing 
temperatures and giving them
about a month head start over 
the   remaining 28   plants,   and 

No. Some are just unusual.  And 
trees don’t have to be big to be old.
The oldest known trees in the 
world are bristlecone pines on the 
coast of California.  These trees 
are probably not over 12-15 feet
tall, but they claim they’re up to
4,000 years old.

Q. How does a tree become one of 
your “champion” trees?

Name an unusual tree on your 
list.

A.  I have a file on every tree I’ve
ever measured.      If a new tree (of

  The common jujube tree, also
known as a Chinese date tree.  This (continued on the top of page 5) 
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plantings the balance after the 
GOA plant sale the 1st Saturday 
in May.  The variety of 
tomatoes is Celebrity. 

The first tomato was picked on 
July 5th last year and 
sometimes it has been as early 
as June 29th.  His soil is so 
mellow he can stick his arm in 
it up to his elbow. 

Bob sells his tomatoes at home
using word of mouth, to many
neighbors and faithful
customers.  His fruits have 
traveled to 14 states including 
the state of Alaska.  They're
known for their rich flavor and 
low acid content. Yum!

Bob is widely known for his 
expertise in composting and 
willingness to share that 
knowledge.  He has a compost
bin 24 feet by 30 feet by 4 feet 
and it is divided down the 
middle.  People who know 
about his operation call him
when they have bags of leaves 
ready for him to pick up and he 
gets all the rabbit manure he can 
use from a local rabbit breeder. 
He has picked up as many as 
1300 bags of leaves in one year. 
He has given 157 presentations 
on his methods and successes to 
various garden clubs, civic 
groups, schools, etc. over the 
years even at the GOA National 
Convention in Colorado
Springs, Colorado in 1996 and 
also 58 different organizations. 

Bob also is serving as a Mo-
Kan Region National Director 
and club officer. 

Bob’s motto is: “If you are not 
having fun, you are not doing it 
right.”

POINSETTIA
With approval from the 
Landreth Seed Company

Scientific name: Euphorbia 
pulcherrima meaning “very 
beautiful euphorbia.”

The poinsettia can honestly be 
called “The Christmas Flower” 
because no flower is more
closely associated with a 
holiday than the poinsettia is 
with Christmas.  Poinsettias are 
native to Central and South 
America. In their native 
habitats, poinsettias are
perennial shrubs, which can 
grow to a height of 10 feet.  In 
Chile and Peru, the poinsettia is 
known as “The Crown of the 
Andes”.

which are grown as 
houseplants.  The Euphorbias 
share the characteristic of a 
milky white sap.  Many people 
believe that the white sap is 
poisonous, especially to 
children, but in a study 
conducted by Ohio State 
University it was concluded that 
if a 50 pound child ate 500 of 
the red leaves of a poinsettia he 
might have a slight tummy
ache, but nothing more.

The Aztecs loved the plant, 
which they called Cuetlaxo-
chitle.  The milky white sap of
the plant was used to control 
fevers and the red leaves were 
used to make a reddish dye. 
Montezuma, the last great King 
of the Aztecs, would bring 
caravans of poinsettias to 
Mexico City because he loved 
the plant so much and it did not 
grow naturally in the high 
altitude.   (continued on page 8) 

  The Euphorbia family of
plants includes many shrubs 
used for hedges in temperate
climates and some tropicals 
with   very   interesting   leaves, 

Items may be ordered on line.  See the TGOA/MGCA website. 

Choose from over 1700 flower and vegetable varieties.  See 
our new introductions on pages 1-5 of our 2005 catalog with

many new and exciting varieties to choose from. 
Phone: 800-274-7333      Fax: 888-466-4769 

If ordering by phone or via our website, you will need to mail 
in your voucher to qualify for the discount – this offer is only

available to members of TGOA/MGCA.

Exclusive offer for 
The Gardeners of America

Men’s Garden Clubs of America 
$10 worth of seed free for every member 

www.thompson-morgan.com
Mention code: 77859 

This voucher can be exchanged for any item(s) listed 
on the Thompson & Morgan web site to the value of 

$10.  It may not be exchanged for cash.
Offer good through April 30, 2006.

A website of interest: The National 
Garden Bureau, www.ngb.org
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Gspn!uif!Hbsefo!Tipq!
ACCESSORIES

Sunbody Hats 
(made of Guatemalan palm leaves) 

They’re Tough – Rain or Shine:

Sewn-braid palm leaf hats are the
toughest hats you will find.  The
overlapping layers of palm braid from
an almost impenetrable sun block.
And when they get wet, they stiffen
and keep their shape making them
great in sun or rain.

You Can Wet’m and Shape’m: 
They are easily re-shaped with plain

water – no stem is required.  You can
use a spray bottle, hold hat under the
faucet, or dip it in a bucket and easily
shape by hand.
You Can Crush’m and Pop Them Back
Out To Shape: 

A horse can step on one and if the
hoof doesn’t cut completely through,
you can pop it back out and keep
wearing it.  Packing them flat in a
suitcase is possible, but will require
some reshaping. 

Send head circumference (in inches)
for a perfect fit. 

ORDER FORM 
Ship To 
Name _____________________________________  Club Name _________________________ 
Address _________________________________________  City _________________________ 
State _____________________  Zip _______________  Phone: __________________________ 

   Style                     Size                       Quantity                 Price                    Total 

                                                                                                                      Total __________

A-Z Hints for Vegetable Gardener….….….$ 6.00

Club President Plaque (walnut)…….….….$35.00

Deep Digger Spade 7”…………………….$15.00

Life Member Cap………………………....$25.00

Membership, President, 

  Past President Pin………………….…..…$ 3.50

Mesh, green and white, or white cap…...….$ 6.00

Plant Markers (set of 8)………………...….$ 2.00

Short Sleeve Arrow Dress Shirt 

  (15 to 17-1/2)……………………….……$28.00

Sport Shirt, white or green, knit…….…….$22.00

  (size: M, Lg, XLg, *XXLg, *XXXLg)

Terra Cotta “Flower Pot” Mug 

  with both logos………………………..…$  5.50

Umbrella Folding/sunflower or

  Magnolia.……………………………...…$15.00

Umbrella-Floral Cane Handle………..…...$12.00

The Ultimate Long Cuffed..……...…..…...$  6.00

The Ultimate Summer Glove.…….………$  6.00

Vest, Green……………………………..…$16.00

White Golf Cap……………..……..…..….$  8.00

Items may be ordered on line.  Also, see the TGOA/MGCA website.

Beauty Through Gardening Since 1932
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’
                   ………FROM THE 
                   …..EDITOR S DESK

               By AJ Freeman

Near and Dear to My Heart

   Please say a prayer for and
keep in your thoughts, our 
military men and women who 
are in harm’s way.  Each and 
every one of them and their 
families need your prayers.

   Also, if you have a soldier
who is a loved one or friend 
who is going over seas or is 
over seas, please notify this 
editor so he/she can be put 
into the next newsletter.

  TGOA/MGCA wish our
members well who were in 
harms way in the South. 
Please let us know how you 
are.

Poinsettia, continued. 

  Americans learned of the
plant when Joel Roberts 
Poinsett who was the first
United States Ambassador to 
Mexico found the plant 
growing next to a road. 
Poinsett was an avid amateur
botanist.  He took cuttings of 
the plant and rooted them in 
his South Carolina 
greenhouse.  He then shared 
some of these cuttings with 
William Bartram and Robert 
Buist.  Bartram’s Nursery is 
credited with being the first
place in the United States to 
sell Euphorbia Pulcherrima,
but Robert Buist deserves the 
credit  for  renaming the plant 

the poinsettia and for
popularizing it throughout 
America.  The Buist Seed 
Company became the most
successful seed house in 
America during the 1840’s 
and 1850’s largely because of 
the poinsettia. 

The showy red “flower 
petals” of the common
poinsettia are actually leaves 
of the plant called bracts. 
These leaves change to a 
beautiful color when the plant 
is about to bloom.  The 
blossom is actually a tiny 
yellow flower that can be 
seen at the center of the 
bracts.  The bracts turn their 
beautiful colors in order to 
attract insects to the tiny 
flower.

Today, poinsettias come in 
many colors including white, 
pink, champagne and 
variegated varieties, but still 
the favorite color is red.  Joel 
Poinsett and Robert Buist 
would be very proud of their 
introduction if they were 
alive today.  The poinsettia is

the most popular potted plant 
ever.  More than 60 million
plants are sold each year in 
the six weeks before 
Christmas.  It truly is 
America’s Christmas flower. 
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ENTERPRISE Rent-A-Car

Enterprise Rent-A-Car is pleased to offer discounts to members of the
Gardeners of America / Men’s Garden Clubs of America.

Reservations may be made on line at: www.enterprise.com.  To make a
reservation on line enter your account number in the Corporate Account or
Source Code field, the account number is 05K0309.  It will then ask for the 
first three letters of your organization’s name. Enter THE, proceed with
making your reservation and your discount will be included in the rate that
is displayed.

You may also call 1-800-RENT-A-CAR to make a reservation, be sure
to provide your corporate ID number to receive your discount.

DEADLINES FOR 
SUBMITTING ARTICLES

FOR THE NATIONAL 
NEWSLETTER

          Newsletter               Deadline Date 
     Mar/Apr 06….Feb 1, 06 
     May/Jun 06….Apr 4, 06 
     Jul/Aug 06…...Jun 1, 06 
     Sep/Oct 06…..Aug 1, 06 
     Nov/Dec 06….Oct 2, 06 
    Jan/Feb 07…..Dec 1, 06

THE TGOA/MGCA WEB SITE 
By Frank Mitch, Web Master 

http://www.tgoa-mgca.org
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org
http://www.gardenersofamerica.com

Password = lily

GARDENING QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS

TGOA/MGCA website 
www.tgoa-mgca.org
Master gardeners are

standing by.


