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The President’s Message

Dear Fellow Gardeners:

  I hope all you northerners who 
have gone south, or at least to a 
warm climate, and you 
southerners, have had a good 
winter, for I'm sure your 
gardens are making a nice 
presentation now.

  As we are preparing for the 
presentation of the national 
convention in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina April 20-22, I 
hope you are planning to join 
us.  The camaraderie of meeting 
and socializing at conventions is 
how you find solutions for 
many garden problems, and 
hopefully for your garden clubs. 

  This issue contains all the 
information necessary for 
making reservations for the 
hotel and registering for the 
convention.

  We want you to think about a 
community near you, or in a 
surrounding area, to start a new 
club.  It only takes ten 
members.  There is a task force 
that is in the planning stage to 
address this, and hopefully, will

come together at the 
convention.

  Attending your regional 
meetings is important because it 
keeps you in tune with helping 
one another succeed and 
become stronger, which in turn 
supports the national organiza-
tion, which is you, the individ-
ual club members. 

  I wish to thank those people 
who have come to our rescue 
by joining a committee or 
becoming a chairperson.  

  Your AHS membership card 
should have been received in 
January if your dues were paid 
before December 1, 2005.  If 
not, please contact national 
headquarters.

  Have you applied for either a 
club or individual award? An 
awards manual is available.  
All clubs should already have 
one.  The manual lists the 
numerous categories, 
qualifications and suspense 
dates.  There are so many 
awards I cannot cover them 
here.  The applications have 
already been submitted for this 
year’s convention, but you can 
start now for next year’s 
awards.

  Let’s remember all those who 
are dealing with issues.  It 
seems we've had a bad year of 
it.  Looking forward to spring.

          Yours in Gardening,
              Dale Davies 
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MARCH 2006 
1 – Ash Wednesday 

17 – St. Patrick’s Day 
20 – Spring begins 

APRIL
2 – Daylight Savings Time 

9 – Palm Sunday 
14 – Good Friday 

16 – Easter 
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TGOA/MGCA 2006 
National Executive Officers 

President: Dale Davies, P.O. Box 
524, Van Wert, OH 45891,  
419-238-9351,
lhenney@bright.net

First Vice President: James Mack, 
1101 Broadmore, Tempe, AZ 
85282, 480-966-8387, 
jandjmack@cox.net

Second Vice President: Chuck 
Burt, P.O. Box 606, Austin, TX 
78767, 512-606-0177, 
txcwdancer@hotmail.com

Third Vice President:  Bob 
Grossman, 6115 Linden, Dallas, TX 
75230………972-701-8300
bobgrossman@prodigy.net

Immediate Past President:
William Carney, 2984 Algonquin 
Dr., Poland, OH 44514,  
330-757-9207,
wjcarney@juno.com

Treasurer: Steven Bush, 1522 17th

St., West Des Moines, IA 50265, 
515-225-9638,
bushfinancial@mchsi.com

TGOA/MGCA HQ SUPPORT 

Administrative Assistant, AJ 
Freeman, 5560 Merle Hay Rd., 
Johnston, IA 50131, 515-278-0295, 
tgoasecy@dwx.com

Membership Manager / 
Bookkeeper, Bob Young, P.O. Box 
241, Johnston, IA 50131-6245, 515-
278-0295, Fax: 515-278-6245,  
mgcambr@dwx.com 

Webmaster, Frank Mitch, 2065 
Kemery Rd, Akron, OH  44333 
fmm2065@hotmail.com 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS’ 
PROFILES

Jim Mack, 1st V.P.

  Mr. Mack grew up in Arizona 
and graduated from Phoenix 
College.  He has served in the 
US  Army  and  graduated  from  

Arizona State University.

  He taught shop and coached at 
Patagonia High School, 
managed the bond department 
for a New York Stock 
Exchange brokerage firm and 
then returned to his family’s 
machinery business.  He served 
six terms in the Arizona Senate, 
worked in the disability 
insurance industry and is 
currently with a Canadian group 
developing mining properties.  

  He has held club and region 
offices including Regional 
Director for Arizona/New 
Mexico Region.  He is an 
accredited TGOA/MGCA judge 
and has judged a number of 
flower societies flower shows, 
county fairs, FFA, 4H and 
TGOA sanctioned club and 
regional shows.  He has great 
interest and admiration for the 
judging program of our 
organization.

Chuck Burt, 2nd V.P. 

  Mr. Burt grew up in rural 
eastern North Carolina where 
most anything you put in the 
ground will pretty much grow. 
This is in contrast to Central 
Texas where he has lived most 
of his adult life.  With the mild 
winters, both in NC and TX, 
there have always been a year-
round home vegetable garden 
and a major source of fresh 
vegetables for the family meals.  

  He has been involved in 
several professional career 
fields. The majority has been 
computer/data process-related 
where he started as a customer 
engineer installing and 
servicing mainframe computers 
for RCA.  He also has 
experience in mini computer  

manufacturing and systems 
testing, networking, server 
construction, maintenance, and 
programming.  He currently 
volunteers his time and talents 
for multiple non-profits as a 
webmaster and applications 
support specialist.

  His interests also include 
aviation, ranching, scuba 
diving, and emergency medical 
services.  He is currently a 
Texas-certified emergency 
medical technician.  He is also 
an avid motorcycle rider having 
toured 20 states since June 2004 
toward his goal of all 49 states 
within 5 years.

  Chuck is Past President of The 
Garden Club of Austin and the 
Southwest Region MGCA.  In 
the past he has held several 
leadership and committee 
positions in both organizations.  
He is currently the webmaster 
for both entities and serves on 
the national web committee. 

  He has two adult children and 
four grandchildren and 
currently resides in Round 
Rock, Texas.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS! 
BALLOTS NEED TO BE SENT 

TO P.O. BOX 972, FORT 
DODGE, IOWA 50501-0972, IN 

CARE OF TGOA/MGCA NO 
LATER THAN APRIL 14, 2006. 

NOT TGOA/MGCA 
HEADQUARTERS IN 
JOHNSTON, IOWA

“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever 

has.”  Margaret Mead. 

To be involved
is to have a voice 
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GARDENERS
GONE TO REST 

       Dwight Barton, Dallas
         Center, Iowa 
       H.L. Ginaven, Bradenton,
         FL 
       Rudolph Kramer, Topeka,  
         KS 
       Robert Rusk, Tucson, AZ 
       James Stefani, Des Moines, IA 
       Kent Strodtman, Belton,  
         MO 
       John Vrabel, Jacksonville,
         MC 
      Grover C. Whitely, Jr,  
         Scottsdale, AZ

MEMORIALS
In memory of Stephen Smith, NC. 

Scholarship fund
  A gift was received from Jim 
Mack, Tempe AZ

Memorial fund
  A gift was received from Honey 
Barnekoff, Overland Park, KS 

2006 National Convention 
TGOA/MGCA (April 20-22): 

Spartanburg, SC 

Hotel – Schedule of Events – 
Convention Information 

  Please refer to the back page 
for the registration form.  And, 
you will be happy to know that 
the registration form and the 
hotel, schedule, information 
page are both up on the 
TGOA/MGCA website.

  Our convention will be 
headquartered in one of the 
newest additions to downtown 
Spartanburg, the Marriott Hotel. 
(www.spartanburgmarriott.com)

  The convention rate is $84.00 
per   room   (single,   double  or  

triple) plus taxes and includes 
breakfast daily. The rate is good 
for 3 days before and after our 
convention, based on space 
available.  So reserve your room 
now.  The code for this special 
rate is TGOA. To register with 
the hotel online use mgcmgca
for the group code. Please call 
the hotel directly at 864- 596-
1211 or 1-800-327-6465 and 
ask for the Spartanburg Marriott 
at Renaissance Park. 

Registration:

  Please print the form from the 
TGOA/MGCA website or on 
the back page of this newsletter, 
fill it out and return as soon as 
possible. The convention fee is 
$185 per person with lunches 
and dinners included. The form 
is available at National’s web 
site: www.tgoa-mgca.org. 

General information about 
Spartanburg, SC: 

  According to Hotwire.com’s 
Travel Value Index, the 
Greenville-Spartanburg area is 
ranked second in the USA 
behind Denver for offering the 
best value to travelers (based on 
airfare, hotel and car rental 
rates, plus availability of 
affordable attractions)! Our 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
(www.VisitSpartanburg.com)
has lots of general information 
that will be useful, but you can 
expect temperatures in the 50s - 
70s during the day and 40s - 50s 
during the night in late April. 
Our last frost is April 15. We 
are located at the crossroads of 
I-85 (N/S) and I-26 (E/W). We 
are also at the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains (hence 
Blue Ridge Mountains) (hence 
the nickname “Piedmont”) and 
just 3-4 hours from the coast.  

  Our Greenville-Spartanburg 
international airport (GSP) has 
won landscape recognition and 
is 40 minutes from the hotel. If 
you are flying, include your 
details so that someone will be 
able to meet you. The City of 
Spartanburg also has an 
outstanding web site:
www.cityofspartanburg.org.
Wikipedia also has a good 
summary:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spa
rtanburg_SC

  If you have questions, please 
contact one of our convention 
co-chairs: Don Crowder
(864-580-1829),
Don.Crowder@LG.com or
Linda McHam (864-582-1498),  
LTMcHam@copper-beech.
com.

  If a committee chair requires 
room for a meeting at the 
convention,     please     contact:
Linda McHam, 864-582-1498, 
LTMcHam@coop-beech.com
as soon as possible.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND 
REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

  Please have your reports ready 
to turn into the TGOA/MGCA 
administrative secretary.  

  If you will not be attending the 
convention, please pass it off to 
a club member who will be 
attending or mail it to 
headquarters.

Please note: All seminars are 
subject to change and are 

limited in capacity.  They will 
be filled on a “first come, first 

serve” basis. Thank you.

TRAVELING THE U.S. 

Reference: The American Gardener. 
Pages A1-A9, located between 
pages 32 and 33 in the magazine.
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INTERESTING WEBSITES 
organicgardening.com
www.perennialplant.org
www.iowagardeningmagazine.

TGOA / MGCA Webmaster 
By Frank Mitch, Web Site  
  Committee Chair 

  Please submit articles for your 
national newsletter and/or your 
national website. 

  Articles for the newsletter 
should be 200 words or less in 
font size 12 and the font type 
should be either Times New 
Roman or Arial.   

  Articles for the web page 
should be one page or so in 
length, about 500 words.

  Submission in a digital file 
such as MS Word or Publisher 
is preferred.  Do not use MS 
Works.   

  A relevant photo is welcome 
and a digital .jpg format is 
preferred.  Email articles and 
photos to tgoasecy@dwx.com.

  Or mail to the TGOA / MGCA 
mailing address attention AJ 
Freeman.  fm  

  Please state whether the article 
is for the website and / or the 
national newsletter.  aj

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
AHS Benefits. Excerpts from 
The American Gardener, January / 
February 2006 issue. 

  190 public gardens have joined 
the AHS Reciprocal Admis-
sions Program (RAP), entitling 
you to visit these places of 
beauty and inspiration across 
America at little or no charge.  
You may want to search out 
these gardens near your home 
as well as across the nation.

  No fewer than 14 public 
gardens were affected by the 
severe hurricanes last year.  
Please help these gardens 
directly by visiting them and 
offering financial support if you 
can.

  There are also major flower 
shows in America that are also 
part of AHS member benefits, 
and your AHS membership card 
gives you free or discounted 
admission to many of these 
shows which are some of the 
best places to experience the 
first burst of spring and collect 
ideas for the growing season too 
come.   

  The Members Guide is located 
at the insert pages: A1-A16, 
located between pages 32 and 
33 of The American Gardener 
magazine.  

  This guide (p. A1-9) offers 
name, location, phone number, 
email address and admission 
information of gardens around 
the country.  It also includes the 
2006 Annual Seed Exchange 
located on pages A10-16, 
between pages 32 and 33 of the 
magazine.  

  The seeds are supplied from 
AHS gardeners across the 
country and they can be tried in 
your own garden or share the 
magic of life sprouting and 
growing with a child.

DIANTHUS
GRATIANOPOLITANUS
(Firewitch):

Hardiness:  Grows well in 
USDA Hardiness Zones 3-9. 
Light: Full sun. 
Soil: Grows best in well-
drained soils.
Uses: The cheddar pink is

excellent as a border edger, as a 
rock garden plant, planted in 
wall crevices, or as a ground 
cover on a sunny slope.  It is at 
home in the herb garden or as a 
formal border or cottage garden.  
Planting Information: Place 
dianthus in full sun locations or 
in light shade in extremely hot 
climates in well drained, neutral 
to slightly alkaline soil.  Do not 
mulch with deep layers of 
organic matter.  After flowering 
in late spring, the spent flower 
should be cut back to promote 
re-bloom later. 
Unique Qualities: The enticing 
clove-like scent of this low-
growing ornamental makes it 
the perfect choice for use in a 
border near the walkway.  The 
blooms offer lingering fra-
grance.  Placement near the 
walkway allows extra scent as 
people brush the fragrant 
blossoms.  Pert, bright blooms 
make the Firewitch a perfect 
choice for the rock garden or for 
planting in wall crevices.  The 
perennial quality creates a good 
ground cover on a sunny slope.
Propagation: Dianthus 
gratianopolitanus cultivars are 
propagated by tip and heel 
cuttings or division before or 
immediately after flowering.   
Dianthus species are propagated 
from seed in late winter to early 
spring.

Membership Report

The following clubs have a 
10% or more increase in paid 

members from October 31, 
2005 through January 31, 

2006.

    Burlington MGC, 17.39%
    White River GA, 11.11%
    Littleton GC, 30%
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2006 Calendar
Order Form 

Ship to: 

Name: ____________________ 
__________________________
Club Name: _______________ 
__________________________
Street Address: ____________ 
__________________________
City: _____________________ 
State: ____________________ 
Zip: ______________________ 

1-249..$2.75 each
 250-999..$2.50 each
 1000+..$2.35 each 

Quantity ordered:  ________
Total Amount:  ___________ 

Order via: mail, phone, fax, stop 
in at HQ or email order requests 
to TGOA/MGCA headquarters 

in Johnston, Iowa. 
A bill will be forwarded with 

your calendars. 

Items may be ordered on line.  See the TGOA/MGCA website.

Choose from over 1700 flower and vegetable varieties.  See 
our new introductions on pages 1-5 of our 2005 catalog with 

many new and exciting varieties to choose from. 
Phone: 800-274-7333      Fax: 888-466-4769 

If ordering by phone or via our website, you will need to mail 
in your voucher to qualify for the discount – this offer is only

available to members of TGOA/MGCA.

Exclusive offer for 
The Gardeners of America

Men’s Garden Clubs of America 
$10 worth of seed free for every member 

www.thompson-morgan.com
Mention code: 77859 

This voucher can be exchanged for any item(s) listed 
on the Thompson & Morgan web site to the value of 

$10.  It may not be exchanged for cash.
Offer good through April 30, 2006.

ENTERPRISE Rent-A-Car

  Enterprise Rent-A-Car is pleased to offer discounts to 
members of the Gardeners of America / Men’s Garden Clubs of
America. 

  Reservations may be made on line at: www.enterprise.com.
To make a reservation on line enter your account number in the
Corporate Account or Source Code field, the account number is 
05K0309.  It will then ask for the first three letters of your
organization’s name.  Enter THE, proceed with making your
reservation and your discount will be included in the rate that is
displayed.

  You may also call 1-800-RENT-A-CAR to make a 
reservation, be sure to provide your corporate ID number to
receive your discount.

AHS MEMBERSHIP 
With an AHS membership 

members receive The 
American Gardener 
magazine and AHS 

membership card, which 
costs $35 if you do not 

belong to TGOA/MGCA.

2006 Calendars

  The 2006 TGOA/MGCA calendars are here; ready to hang in
your office or home.  They also make great presents for family
and friends.  These calendars are good to give to new members,
used as a recruiting tool and are suitable for framing.  They also 
can be given to local stores / businesses for their sale or as an
appreciation gift for their support.

2005 Calendars 

  2005 calendars are still
available and can be used for
crafts or can be framed for
hanging.  The only charge is for
shipping and handling.
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From the Garden Shop 
ACCESSORIES

A-Z Hints for Vegetable Gardener, book  $6 
Caps & Hats (choice of logo)

  Green/White or White Mesh Cap  $7.50
  Green or White Sun Visor  $6
  Sun body Hat  (no logo)(discription below)  $20

  White poplin Golf Cap  $8
Jackets (choice of logo)
  Green or White Lined Windbreaker 

    M-Xlg  $32     XXlg  $35
  Green or White Unlined Windbreaker 
    M-Xlg  $26     XXlg  $29

Shirts (choice of logo)
  Green or White Sport Shirt, knit
    M-Xlg  $22     XX & XXXlg  $25

  Short Sleeve Arrow Dress Shirt 
    (15 to 17-1/2)  $28.00
  Gardening from the Heart (no logo choice)
    L-Xlg  $10

Vest (choice of logo)
  Green Poplin, washable  $16
Jewelry (club members only, logo choice)

  Bolo Tie, $6.75; Key Chain, $4; Tie Tacks, $4
 Earrings (choice of post or wire),  $7.99
 Pin, Membership President, Past President  $3.50

Plaque, Club President (walnut)  $40 

Mugs, Insulated, Hot/Cold (both logos)  $5 
            Porcelain (both logos)  $3.50 
            Terra Cotta “Flower Pot” (both logos) $5.50 

Gloves, Long Cuffed or Summer Glove  $6   

Plant Markers (set of 8) $2 (unvailable at this time) 

Screen Saver:  $1 

Umbrella (sunflower or magnolia)  $15 

   Shipping and handling charges will be
added to your order using this chart:
Shipping by priority mail. 

Total Order         Shipping and
                        Handling Charge  
Up to $9.99……...$4.00
$10 to $49.99…....$7.50
$50 to $99.99…....$10.50
$100 to $199.99…$12.50
$299 and over……$14.50 

Only checks or cash please.  Headquarters is not set
up for credit card actions.  Credit cards may be used
when ordering from the web site.

ORDER FORM
Name ___________________________________________________  Club Name ______________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________  City _____________________________State/Zip ___________________ 

   Style/Item                                                                                                 Size                  Quantity              Price                       Total

     
     

     

     

     

Head size for Sunbody hat (only): _________                                  Total Enclosed: __________

  Sunbody Hats (made of Guatemalan palm 
leaves) They’re Tough – Rain or Shine:

    Sewn-braid palm leaf hats are the toughest hats
you will find.  The overlapping layers of palm braid
from an almost impenetrable sun block.  And when
they get wet, they stiffen and keep their shape
making them great in sun or rain.   
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…   FROM THE 
                   …..EDITOR’S DESK 

               By AJ Freeman 

Near and Dear to My Heart 

May
             is National Law 
               Enforcement 
                    Month

In a city near you there will 
probably be a peace officer’s or 
law enforcement memorial 
ceremony in May to honor 
those officers killed in the line 
of duty May ‘05 – May ‘06.
  Please contact your law 
enforcement agency or 
courthouse to find out where the 
nearest memorial ceremony is 
located.  It will be a memorable 
experience for you.

* * * * * * * * * * 
Please say a prayer for and 

keep in your thoughts, our 
military men and women who 
are in harm’s way.  Each and 
every one of them and their 
families need your prayers.   

I would like a write-up from 
those members who were 
directly affected by the 
hurricanes last year.  Please tell 
us how you are doing now.

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

  Please keep TGOA / MGCA
headquarters notified of 
any changes in your status 
and / or address or of any 
administrative problems 
you may have 

A Special Thank You 

I wish to thank everyone who 
sent me a sympathy card after 
my mom passed. AJ

HEALTH PROBLEMS ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY 

  There are a lot of members and 
their family members who have 
serious heath problems.  

  Please pray for and keep in 
your thoughts those who need 
medical care.   

The Gardeners of America / Men’s Garden Clubs 
National Headquarters 

5560 Merle Hay Rd / P.O. Box 241, Johnston, IA 50131 
Administrative Assistant/Editor (AJ Freeman): tgoasecy@dwx.com  

Membership/Bookkeeper (Bob Young): mgcambr@dwx.com
(515) 278-0295 / Fax: (515) 278-6245

WHAT’S NEW ON THE 
TGOA/MGCA WEBSITE 
By Frank Mitch, Web Master 

http://www.tgoa-mgca.org
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org
http://www.gardenersofamerica.com

Password = lily

Check out your new and 
improved website. 

GARDENING QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS 

TGOA/MGCA website 
www.tgoa-mgca.org

Master gardeners
are standing by.

DEADLINES FOR 
SUBMITTING ARTICLES 

FOR THE NATIONAL 
NEWSLETTER

      Newsletter                Deadline Dates 
May/Jun ’06 Apr 3-11, ‘06
Jul/Aug ’06 Jun 1-9, ‘06 
Sep/Oct ’06 Aug 1-9, ‘06 
Nov/Dec ’06 Oct 2-10, ‘06
Jan/Feb ’07 Dec 1-11, ‘06
Mar/Apr ‘07 Feb 1-9, ‘07 

The TGOA/MGCA National Newsletter is created at National Headquarters, Johnston, Iowa. 

Contact Mr. Bob Young, for
national membership and
finance questions or actions at
TGOA / MGCA headquarters,
Johnston, Iowa, afternoons,

M-F, 515-278-0295, 
or via email:

mgcambr@dwx.com

Attention Committee 
Chairs!

 If you are a committee
chairperson, please inform
AJ at headquarters who your
committee members are for
2006.

A website of interest:
The National Garden 
Bureau, www.ngb.org,

Downers Grove, IL, 
National Garden Week, 

April 9-15, 2006 

AHS WEBSITE & 
PASSWORD
www.ahs.org

Password: tulip 
This is a change from last year.



TGOA / MGCA National Convention / April 20-22, 2006

Enhancing the Enhancements!
Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club

gg

Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________

State ______________________________Zip ___________

Phone (         ) _____________________________________

e-Mail____________________________________________

Name on Badge____________________________________

Club _____________________________________________

Please select from the following:

£ Wofford College Arboretum
      or £ Downtown Fountains

9:00-10:00 (Choose One):
£ #1 Brightest & Best in Annl./Perennials
£ #2 Pass-Along Plants
£ #3 Harvesting the Internet (Gardening)
£ #4 New Directions in Hybridizing

10:30-11:30 (Choose One):
£ #5 Brightest & Best in Ann/Perennials
£ #6 Pass-Along Plants
£ #7 Harvesting the Internet (Gardening)
£ #8 New Directions in Hybridizing

9:00-4:45 (Includes Box Lunch):
£ I will participate in the tours.
£ I will not participate in the tours.

1:30-2:30 (Choose One):
£ #9 Seed Starting Made Easy
£ #10 English Roses for a Cottage Garden

2:30-3:30 (Choose One):
£ #11 Fragrance in Your Garden
£ #12 Propagation of Plants

1:30-2:15 £ #13 Fundraising
2:30-3:15 £ #14 Membership (Recruit/Retention)
3:30-4:15 £ #15 Websites for Garden Clubs

Please Note: All seminars are subject to change

After March 23: $215.00  /   Cancellation Fee After April 7: $50

A) Airline :

___________________________________________________________

Arrival Date:_________________________________________________

Time: ____________ Flight#____________________________________

B) Airline :

___________________________________________________________

Departure Date:______________________________________________

Time: ____________Flight#:____________________________________

Traveling by personal car? (Please Circle)    Yes   No   Other: __________

Special Needs: ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Total: $ _____________

SMGC Use Only:

Registrant # ____________________

_______________________

Date Received__________________

Date Processed_________________
Bob Hamilton, Treasurer SMGC  /  279 Harrell Drive  /  Spartanburg, SC 29307  
864-579-7182  /  MaryAnneBob@aol.com

£
£
£
£
£
£
£ Regional President
£

£ Club Presid
£ Club Treasurer
£ Club Secretary
£ Club Editor
£ Judge
£ Member-at-Large
£ Spouse
£ Guest
Member since (Yr):__________?


