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The 2009 President’s Message 
 
From the President, 
 
     Is that garden of yours 
ready for planting? 
     In mid-January here in 
Texas, I planted 800 onion 
plants.  If only half of them 
make it, we’ll have plenty. 
     Most of our committees 
seem to be functioning on 
a new and better level.  My 
thanks to all of you who 
are working so hard on 
them.  If you haven’t been 
contacted this year about a 
committee assignment, 
then call someone who can 
put you to work on one of 
your choice. 
     One committee, “Youth 
Gardening”, needs help 
this year.  Don Otterness, 
who has been in charge of 
it for a long time, will be 
stepping down.  We need 
someone to take over this 

very important committee.  
Let Sheryl  at the head 
shed in Des Moines know 
if you would like to be in 
charge of this one. 
     I wish I could come to 
all your club and regional 
meetings, but time and 
money are not available. 
     You belong to a great 
organization, and it is full 
of gardeners who have a 
lot of information about 
our gardens.  Pick their 
minds when you have a 
chance. 
     If you spend only “five 
minutes a day” concerning 
yourself with the affairs of 
your garden club, it could 
make a lot of difference. 
     Scott Tree and Chet 
Wilson are working on a 
very fine convention in 
California in late May.  I 
plan on making this a 
vacation trip, and hope to 
take a relative or two with 
me. 
     How about you?  If you 
haven’t been to a 
convention before, this 
would be a good time to 
start.  Call Chet and let 
him know you are coming:  
(707) 478—5211. 
     No matter how messed 
up the economy gets, us 
gardeners will be ahead of 
the game.  No matter how 
far stock prices fall, or how 

high the prices get, us 
gardeners will still be 
ahead of the game. 
 
YFL, 
Bob Grossman  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

Scholarship Entry 
Deadline:  April 1, 2009 
 
Ballots for 2010 election: 
These will be sent to the 
club presidents before the 
end of February.  Please 
vote and return them to 
the post office box on the 
ballot before May 10th. 
 
Annual Convention at 
Santa Rosa, CA:  May 28 
– 30, 2009 
 
REGISTER BEFORE 
MARCH 31 FOR $295; 
APRIL 1 THRU MAY 15 
$325 
 
Board of Directors’ 
Meeting: 
October 22 – 24, 2009 
Dallas, TX 
 
DUES FOR 2009 ARE 
NOW PAST DUE! 
 
“SEED SWAP” ITEMS 
  ANYTIME 
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MISSION 
To promote gardening 
education and related 
environment issues to the 
membership and the 
gardening public, through 
charitable, education and 
scientific means. 
…………………………. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Please share your club’s 
community activities 
coming up or completed by 
submitting stories to 
headquarters to be printed 
in our national newsletter 
or website.  We encourage  
any information that you 
feel would be of interest to 
all club members across 
the national organization. 
 

THE TGOA/MGCA 
WEBSITE 

BY Frank Mitch, Web 
Master 

 
http://www.tgoa-mgca.org 

 
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org 

Password:  lily 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ma
inPage 

 
Your website is always 
changing.  Check it out. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
DEADLINES FOR 
SUBMITTING 
ARTICLES FOR THE 
NATIONAL 
NEWSLETTER 
Newsletter             Date         
Mar/Apr ’09 Feb 1, 2009 
May/Jun ’09 Apr 1, 2009 
Jul/Aug ’09 June 1, 2009 
Sept/Oct ’09         Aug 1, 2009 

ROOF 
CONTRIBUTION 

Listed below are donors 
who have contributed to 
the roof fund since the last 
newsletter. 
To contribute, please send 
donations to Mr. Bob 
Young at national 
headquarters. 
 
     East Valley Gardener’s 
Club, Mesa, AZ 
 
MEMORIALS/HONORS 
A gift was received in 
memory of Dorothy  
Smith from Ronald 
Heggen,  MGC of Des 
Moines, IA. 
 
Memorials were received 
from The Men’s Garden 
Club of Santa Rosa, CA in 
memory of Stephen F. Hatt 
and Harold D. Swaney. 
 
If you wish to submit a 
monetary gift to the 
headquarters in memory or 
honor of any member, 
please use the form from 
the website or get a form 
from your club’s secretary. 
Headquarters sends a 
special thank you for these 
memorials. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
GARDENERS GONE 
 TO REST 

 George Hunt, Des 
Moines, IA 
Howard Clayton, Delmar, 
NY 

TGOA/MGCA 2009 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICERS 
President: Bob Grossman, 
6115 Linden, Dallas, TX 75230 
(972) 701-8300 
bobg@printedbags.com 
First Vice President:  
Lawrence 
Schaeffer, 5749 E. 6th St., 
Tucson, AZ 
85711  (520) 745-6093 
LJL2SCH@msn.com 
Second Vice President:   
Hugh Earnhart, 2935 Red 
Maple Ln, Poland, OH 44514 
(330) 757-4727  
Gowie55@aol.com 
Third Vice President:   
Thomas Wilten 
6633 Talmadge Ln 
Dallas, TX  75230 
(972) 661-1006 
tom_wilten@hotmail.com 
Immediate Past President: 
James Mack, 1101 Broadmore, 
Tempe, AZ  85282   (480) 966-
8387 
jandjmack@cox.net 
Treasurer:  Steven Bush, 1522 
17th St., West Des Moines, IA 
50265 
(515) 225-9638  
bushfinancial@mchsi.com 
TGOA/MGCA HQ 
SUPPORT 
Membership 
Manager/Bookkeeper: 
Bob Young, 5560 Merle Hay 
Road, 
P.O. Box 241, Johnston, IA 
50131-0241 
(515) 278-0295; Fax: (515) 
278-6245 
mgcambr@dwx.com 
Administrative Assistant: 
Sheryl A. Bacon, (515) 278-
0295 
tgoasecy@dwx.com 
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Vincent M. Beinke, 
Richardson, TX 
Wilma Sobke, Allen, KS 
Les Pleiman, Lima, OH 
Luverne Zilge, Mason 
City, IA 
Mac McGrew, Richardson, 
TX 
Elizabeth Silagy, Elgin, IL 
Albert D. DeVincent, 
Phoenix, AZ 
Mary Ann Throup, 
Chenengo Forks, NY 
Herberg Fagerstrom, 
Rockford, IL 
Donald Miller, Elgin, IL 
Glenn Wermer, Van Wert, 
OH 
Geroge F. Hart, Des 
Moines, IA 
Frederick R. Batcher, St. 
Louis, MO 
Clyde E. Weber, Wauseon, 
OH 
John Anderson, Van Wert, 
OH 
Bob Rhodes, Van Wert, 
OH 
Stephen F. Hatt, Santa 
Rosa, CA 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT 

The following club(s) have 
a 10% or more increase in 
paid members from 2008-
2009. 
 
East Valley Gardeners 
Club, Phoenix, AZ 
 

 

FROM YOUR  EDITOR 

 The 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
MANUAL is now on the 
website in the RED 
BOOK.  
 *****  

NEW LIBRARY BOOKS 
RECEIVED: 

 
The New Book of Salvias, 
Sales for Every Garden by 
Betsy Clebsch 
 
Ornamental Plants and 
Flowers of Tropical 
Mexico by Linda Abbott 
Trapp 
 
To Be Like the Sun, a 
children’s book by 
Margaret Chodos-Irvine
  ******** 
A new website for plant 
research featuring a 
50,000 plant encyclopedia, 
a garden showcase, a 
forum, a member’s 
journal, seasonal topics of 
interest and listings of 
local garden group.  This 
site is free and allows 
members to contribute 
information about plants, 
successes and failures, 
helpful hints, etc.  Try it 
out: 
www.wikigardens.com 

***** 
CONGRATULATIONS 
to the TGOA Topeka of 
Topeka, KS on celebrating 
their 25th year in 2009. 
 

From the El Jardinero, 
the monthly newsletter of 
The Gardeners of Tucson, 
the Dr. Ray Allen Mini 
Show contest award 
winner for 2008 is Lorien 
Tersey.  This award is 
given by the club each year 
to the participant who has 
the most blue ribbons.  
Keep up the good work. 
 
TGOA/MGCA HQs also 
sends special 
congratulations to all of the 
other members of the 
individual clubs who have 
earned awards for 2008.   
Everyone take a bow. 
 
The Rankin County GOA 
has merged with the 
Gardeners of Jackson in 
Jackson, MI.  Hopefully 
this will be a good move 
for both clubs. 
 
We were sorry to lose the 
Boone County Gardeners 
of America, Belvidere, IL; 

Atlanta Men’s Garden 
Club, Atlanta, GA; 

Marietta Gardeners Club, 
Marietta, GA; Stow 

Community Garden Club, 
Stow, OH; and The Garden 

Club of Mendota, 
Mendota, IL.  These clubs 

have all voted to 
disaffiliate from national 

due to various reasons.  All 
of these clubs have been 
members for a number of 
years.  We sincerely wish 

them the best in their 
decision. 

++++++++++++++++++++  
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To Gardeners of 
America Members and 

Friends: 
 
RE:  Letters of intent to 
attend 2009 national 
convention of The 
Gardeners of 
America/Men’s Garden 
Clubs of America: 
 
     The Santa Rosa Men’s 
Garden Club of Santa Rosa 
is proud to be hosting the 
2009 annual convention of 
The Gardeners of 
America/Men’s Garden 
Clubs of America. 
      Our theme for the 
convention is “Roses and 
Wine in 2009” and keeping 
with this theme, we have 
several winery and garden 
tours being considered, 
including the gardens and 
winery at Korbel, Ferrari 
Carano winery and 
gardens;  Benzinger 
winery and gardens and 
Kunde winery with their 
wonderful wine caves.  No 
visit to Sonoma county 
would be complete without 
touring Armstrong Woods 
State Park with their 300 
foot tall ancient redwood 
trees, or a short drive to 
Bodega Bay where 
Hitchcock’s “The Birds” 
was filmed near the shores 
of the Pacific ocean.  The 
20th century’s most famous 
gardener, Luther 
Burbank is a Santa Rosa 
icon and his farm and 
gardens will be on our tour 

schedule.  Another very 
interesting place to visit is 
the Charles Schulz 
museum, where you will 
find the cartoonist’s 
“Peanuts” memorabilia.  
We obviously can’t do all 
of the above, but for those 
arriving early or staying on 
after the convention these 
are all great places to visit.  
We have already 
confirmed the Korbel and 
Armstrong Woods tour.  
We have also contacted 
several interesting speakers 
for our seminars, all of 
which will tell the story of 
Sonoma County 
agriculture and gardening.         
The convention will be 
held at the Flamingo 
Conference Resort & Spa 
in Santa Rosa, CA on May 
28, 29 & 30th.   Web site – 
www.flamingoresort.com.  
The room rate will be 
reduced to $119 plus 11% 
city and state tax per night 
for a standard room, 2 
queens or 1 king, or $139 
plus 11% city and state tax 
for a deluxe room for 
advanced reservations.  
This convention rate will 
be extended for one week 
before and one week after 
to any guests wishing to 
arrive early or stay on after 
the convention.  You just 
have to let us know ahead 
of time.  An early bird 
registration fee of $295 per 
person up thru  March 31, 
2009 and a registration fee 
of $325 from April 1 thru 

May 15, 2009 will cover 
all meals, seminars, tours, 
door prizes, etc.  The hotel 
has excellent food, by the 
way. 
     While in Fort Wayne, 
we had several offers from 
member clubs to make a 
donation to the convention 
that would be repaid from 
the profits of the 
convention.  If we could 
get a quick response from 
these and other clubs, 
along with contributions 
from our local businesses, 
there is a good chance that 
the registration fee could 
be lowered. 
     For those attendees who 
are arriving early or 
staying on after the 
convention, there is so 
much more within northern 
California to visit.  San 
Francisco is a beautiful one 
hour drive to the south 
across the Golden Gate 
Bridge, especially 
spectacular in the early 
evening.  Take a thirty 
minute drive east along the 
Valley of the Moon 
highway to the quaint town 
of Sonoma where you can 
sample local cheeses at the 
Cheese Factory and visit 
the village of Glen Ellen to 
taste the local olive oils at 
The Olive Press, or spend 
an hour at Jack London 
State Park nearby and tour 
his house and the museum.  
The drive to Sonoma 
passes through pastoral 
hills dotted with vineyards 
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and continues on to the 
city of Napa and the Napa 
Valley. 
     A thirty minute drive to 
the north takes you to 
Healdsburg, another small 
town that is a fun place to 
visit with its many 
boutique shops and 
restaurants.  Healdsburg is 
the gateway to The Dry 
Creek Valley Appellation 
and a drive along Dry 
Creek road is a must for 
anyone interested in seeing 
the many small vineyards 
in the valley of the upper 
Russian River.  Stop at the 
Dry Creek general store for 
a deli sandwich and a beer 
before heading back. 
     Lake Tahoe is a four 
hour drive to the east (the 
drive alone is worth the 
trip, not to mention 
beautiful Lake Tahoe itself 
and the many casinos.)  
Monterey and Carmel are a 
three-hour drive to the 
south.  Yosemite is about a 
five hour drive to the 
southeast.  Or you may just 
want to stay on in beautiful 
Sonoma county with our 
natural beauty, mild 
climate, many wineries, 
fine restaurants and other 
points of interest.  There is 
obviously enough here to 
make this your vacation 
destination. 
     Please let us know as 
soon as possible if you 
plan to attend.  Email – 
chet36@comcast.net, 

phone (707) 545-5335; cell 
(707) 478-5211 or by mail: 
Chet Wilson, 1910 Tonja 
Way, Santa Rosa, CA  
95401 
     Thank you. 
 
Chet Wilson 
President – Men’s Garden 
Club of Santa Rosa 
Co-chairman 2009 
convention 
++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gardeners of 
America /Men’s 
Garden Clubs 
of America 
2009 National 
Convention 
Speakers and 
Tours 
(Tentative) 
 
Friday, May 29, 2009 
 
9.00-9:15 
 Introduction of 
Programs 
 
9:15-10:05 
 Frank Bardella:  
For the Love of 
Bonsai 
 
10:05-10:45 Harvey 
Henningsen:  History 
of Sturgeons Mill 
 
10:45-11:35 George 
Dutton and Fred 
Berger: Transition to 
wine 

 
11:35- 12:30
 Alexandra 
Devarenne:  Olive Oil 
Production in Calif. 
 
1:30-5:30 
 Tour of Valley 
of the Moon 
Vineyards and 
Sonoma 
 
Saturday, May 30, 
2009 
 
9:00-10:00 
 Glenys 
Johnson:  The Sweet 
World of Sweet Peas 
 
10:00-11:00 Renee 
Shephard: Organic 
Seed Production 
 
11:45-2.30 
 Armstrong 
Redwoods Tour, 
Lunch, and Memorial 
Service 
 
3:00 – 5:30 
 Korbel Winery 
Tour and Tasting. 
______________________ 

 
HOW TO GET TO 

SANTA ROSA 

 
You can fly directly into 
Santa Rosa airport via 
Alaska/Horizon Airlines.  
You do have to connect 
through Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, Portland or Seattle.  
We have a small airport 
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and it is only fifteen 
minutes from the airport to 
the Flamingo Resort Hotel.  
It would be perfect for 
those who want to vacation 
in any of the above areas 
prior to or after the 
convention.  We will have 
members available to pick 
you up at the airport and 
take you to the Flamingo at 
no charge.  Just let us 
know ahead of time when 
you plan to arrive. 
     You can also fly into 
San Francisco or Oakland, 
CA.  There is air porter 
service from both of those 
airports to Santa Rosa.  I 
use the Santa Rosa/San 
Francisco air porter 
frequently.  It runs every 
hour between 7:00 a.m. 
and 10 p.m.  It leaves San 
Francisco airport just 
outside the baggage claim 
area from the center 
divide.  Be sure you watch 
for the “Santa Rosa Air 
Porter” as there are similar 
busses to other 
destinations.  It is a large 
comfortable bus and takes 
about 1-1/2 hours to get to 
Santa Rosa.  If you are 
going to fly into Oakland 
or San Francisco, check 
out the air porter website – 
airportexpressinc.com.  
You will stop in Petaluma, 
where they will collect the 
fare - $32 one way, and 
also in Rohnert Park before 
you arrive at the Days Inn 
in Santa Rosa.  You could 
also stay on the bus to the 

Santa Rosa airport, but it 
will be more convenient to 
get off at the Days Inn, 
where we will have 
members waiting to take 
you to The Flamingo 
Resort Hotel at no charge.  
We will have numbers to 
call for you to contact 
letting us know when you 
plan to arrive.  If you call 
us from Petaluma, we 
would have plenty of time 
to get to the Days Inn or 
the Santa Rosa airport.  
Hopefully, you will be 
traveling during the day as 
the ride from either airport 
is a beautiful trip in itself. 
     Of course, renting cars 
at San Francisco or 
Oakland is quite 
reasonable, especially if 
some of you carpool!  
Please email us for 
directions.  Cars are also 
available in Santa Rosa as 
well.  There is an 
Enterprise here. 
         Happy trails, 
 
Chet Wilson 
************************** 

 
CONVENTIONS 

One of the important 
events in the life of a 
TGOA/MGCA member is 
the annual national 
convention.  It is very 
important that we continue 
this learning tradition.   
The conventions enable us 
to meet and make friends 

with fellow gardeners from 
across the country.  It is a 
chance to learn new ways 
of doing things and sharing 
our ideas with others.  My 
experience indicates that 
you never feel left out or 
alone at one of our national 
conventions.  It is fun and 
a tremendous learning 
opportunity.   
In order to carry on this 
great opportunity, we need 
the help of our members.  
We need hosts for our 
future conventions.  The 
hosts can be from one of 
our clubs, a group of clubs 
and/or a region.  I know 
that many of you see this 
as an awesome task, but I 
want to assure you that it is 
not nearly as 
overwhelming as you 
think.  In 2008 I hosted the 
national convention in Fort 
Wayne with a team of 
eight people.  I believe and 
have proved that you can 
host a successful 
convention with just a few 
people who want to have a 
good time and share their 
ideas and part of the 
country with others.  Your 
fellow gardeners are 
asking you to be their host.  
We do not have a host for 
2010 yet and future years.  
I can guide you through 
the process and help you.  
The host committee will 
not be out on a limb by 
themselves.  The executive 
committee has authorized 
up to $5,000 as a loan to 
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cover start up costs.  Some 
clubs have indicated a 
willingness to help with 
funding a convention.  We 
need your help.  
Please contact me with 
your offers to host or assist 
in hosting a national 
convention.  I will answer 
any questions that you may 
have about hosting the 
national conventions. 
John Kessen, Chairman, 
Convention Site and 
Planning 
(260)854-2988  e mail:  
lakelover60@yahoo.com 

 
2009 CGLR SUMMER 

CONFERENCE 
July 24 & 25, 2009 

     
 The theme of our Summer 
Conference is 
Environmentally Sound in 
2009.   All members of the 
TGOA/MGCA are 
welcome.  It will be held at 
Merry Lea Environmental 
Learning Center of Goshen 
College in Wolf Lake, 
Indiana.  The brochure 
describing Merry Lea  
contains the following 
statements, which are 
appropriate to  our 
conference: 

 Come and See a 
wonderful place where 
earth and people meet. 

   Walk the trails through     
meadow, prairie, wetlands 
and forest. 

Listen to nature’s 
calls,rustles and whispers.  

Smell fragrant flowers, 
damp earth and drying 

leaves. 
Feel the uniqueness of 

roots and shoots, soils and 
water, blooms and seeds. 

     The conference will 
open on Friday, July 24 
with a business meeting at 
1:30 p.m..  After the 
business meeting we will 
have two workshop 
sessions.  At 6:00 p.m. we 
will have a barbecue and at 
7:15 p.m. we will have an 
interesting activity.  On 
Saturday morning we will 
start with a seminar and 
proceed to a field trip.  
After the field trip we will 
have lunch, which is not 
included in the registration 
fee.   After lunch we will 
start out for Amish Acres.  
The musical, Oklahoma, 
will start at 2:00 p.m. and 
is included in the 
registration fee.  Before 
and after the musical, you 
will have some time to 
shop in the shops at Amish 
Acres.  At 5:00 p.m. we 
will have the Threshers 
Dinner at Amish Acres, 
which is included in the 
registration fee.  The 
dinner will be followed by 
awards, etc. and we will 
adjourn at about 6:30 p.m..  
We will have an interesting 
program for spouses.  The 
registration fee for this 
program is $75.   
     Goshen College has 
some dormitory 
accommodations for $20 

per night.  There is a 
Historic Victorian Bed and 
Breakfast about six miles 
from Merry Lea. They 
have rooms from $79 - 
$129.  The Nappanee Inn 
at Amish Acres has double 
occupancy rooms for $80. 
     We are very interested 
in obtaining an idea of how 
many plan to attend and 
plan to attend with 
Spouses.  For more 
information, please send an 
e mail to John Kessen at 
lakelover60@yahoo.com 
or call him at 260-854-
2988. 
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.--.-  

MORE 
PUMPKIN AND 
SUNFLOWER 
CONTEST WINNERS! 
 
Gardeners of Spokane, WA 
      Hailey Strobel, 1st 
place, 328 lb pumpkin 
Lily & Noel Goodwin, 2d 
place, 36 lb pumpkin 
Jacob Smith, 3rd place, 18 
lb pumpkin 
     Taneum Luciani & 
Galen Myers, 1st place, 
largest sunflower @15” 
Shawnee Luciani, 1st place, 
tallest sunflower 
     Kateri Luciani, 2nd 
place tallest sunflower 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Order your pumpkin and 
sunflower seeds now from 
headquarters.  We have a 
fresh new bag of each for 
the 2009 growing season. 
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SEED SWAP  

     I have cosmos, 
nasturtiums, morning 
glories, marigold, zinnias 
and pansies. 
     I would like heirloom 
tomatoes, coral bells, mint, 
exotic and unusual 
geraniums, mesclun baby 
lettuces, radishes and 
desert growing tomato 
varieties. 
     Joe Perlot 
     Box 5633 
     Phoenix, AZ                
         85010-5633 

** 
 Plant-sharing 
program offers 
encouragement 
 
     During the Depression, 
Julie Gladfelder's father 
always brought home 
something beautiful for his 
wife, whether it was an item 
he had traded for or had 
found in the woods. 
     "It was so there would be 
something encouraging," said 
Gladfelder, 78, of Cedar 
Rapids. "It was such a bleak 
time." 
     Gladfelder, a community 
volunteer, knows Iowa flood 
victims are going through 
their own bleak times. She 
delivered floral arrangements 
to flood shelters this summer. 
     "Just being in a big room 
with cots, there weren't too 
many pretty things to look at," 
she said. 
     Then Gladfelder and Sheri 
Mealhouse of Cedar Rapids 
decided to do something 
more. They started a 
program called Neighbor to 
Neighbor Sharing Plants.  
     Since October, they have 
given away nearly 180 

houseplants to flood victims. 
     "We'd like to help as many 
people as we can," 
Mealhouse said, adding that 
flood victims who don't want 
plants can take one to give to 
someone who's helped them. 
     Plants have gone to 
residents of Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency mobile homes and 
those who've returned to their 
rehabbed homes. 
     "When you lose all your 
plants, you don't have 
anything to make it like 
home," said Diane Smith, 72, 
who returned to her home at 
910 H Ave. NW in late 
October. 
     The single-story house 
was flooded to the 
countertops. Everything in 
the basement and much on 
the main level was lost. "We 
moved six times since the 
floods," Smith said. "I'm so 
glad to be home." 
     She said her house will 
feel more like home with the 
four houseplants she was 
given recently.  
     Gladfelder can identify 
with the flood victims who 
come to her northeast Cedar 
Rapids home to choose 
plants. She had to replace 
her furnace and lost 
everything stored in her 
basement to water that came 
up through her drain during 
the June flood. 
     Caring for the houseplants 
is a labor of love. A blooming 
pink Christmas cactus, spider 
plants, coleus, Boston ferns, 
jade plants and more cover 
table after table in every 
room of her house. 
     About 20 people have 
donated houseplants and 
materials such as potting soil 
and baskets. One woman 
donated 100 African violets. 
     Larger plants could go to 
churches or offices, 

Gladfelder said. The program 
will expand to offer free 
perennials to flood victims in 
the spring. 
 
     Notes are included with 
each houseplant to provide 
encouragement and a 
connection between donor 
and recipient. 
     Gladfelder voiced 
agreement as she pointed 
out messages such as "A 
shared plant is a double 
blessing" and "Plants carry 
love from one home to 
another." 
     "It's just so neat to hear 
everyone's stories," she said. 
"It seems a frivolous thing, 
but plants mean something to 
people. They are so thrilled. 
  
"Donors, recipients 
•  Julie Gladfelder and Sheri 
Mealhouse are looking for 
flood victims who would like a 
plant or people who can 
donate houseplants or 
perennials this spring. 
Gladfelder can be reached at 
(319) 363-3121. Mealhouse 
can be reached at (319) 362-
1751 or email at 
hawkwoman@vhighline.net  

Article published: Dec 29, 
2008  Cedar Rapids 
Gazette, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Submitted by Ann Klever, 
Member-at-large 

When sharing items to 
include in the “Seed 
Swap”, please include 
when your offer expires 
or email me and let me 
know if I should continue 
to include your items or 
what needs changing. 

tgoasecy@dwx.com 

 Sheryl 
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DOES YOUR GARDEN 
HAVE “BONES” 

Taken from University of 
Illinois 

Fall Garden Packet 
 
     This is a winter-design 
buzzword.  The skeletons 
of woody plants provide  
interesting designs against 
a winter sky and snowfalls.  
In our landscape beds, why 
not take a lesson from 
nature where leaves remain 
where they fall and many 
plants offer wonderful 
winter attributes?  These 
features are what are called 
the “BONES” of the 
garden.   
     Cut back the items that 
are diseased or prone to 
diseases but for many 
perennials, advantages 
outweigh the 
disadvantages of trimming 
and raking.  Fallen leaves 
can hold on better and 
insulate plants during bitter 
cold days and nights.  This 
natural mulching prevents 
desiccation from strong, 
cold winter winds that 
otherwise would pull 
moisture from the ground 
and perennial roots.  If you 
live in an area of snows, 
the snow will provide an 
excellent insulator and 
provide moisture for the 
spring thaw.  You, 
eventually, will have to do 
the cleanup work, but, in 
the spring, the plant and 
leaf remains are brittle and 
usually rake off easily. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ 

Winter… 
A time to stand still, 

To contemplate, 
And to wonder. 

 
Author unknown 

Compliments of the Gardeners 
of  North Iowa 
********************* 

HOW ABOUT THOSE 
PESKY GNATS 

From the Boone County GOA, 
IL 

     For an absolutely sure 
“cure” for those pesky 
little gnats around your 
potted plants and fruit 
bowls, mix:  four or five 
drops of liquid dish soap, 
two tablespoons of hot 
water (to mix well with the 
soap), and two tablespoons 
of wine in a small glass 
bowl.  Every gnat in the 
room will drown. 
     Another variation of 
this “tried” and “true” 
remedy, is one-half cup of 
cider vinegar with one 
teaspoon of liquid dish 
soap. 
      I have tried these and 
they really do work.  
( Sheryl, your editor) 
()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()() 
    
 IRISH POTATO 
Compliments of the Gardeners 

of Tucson 
From: What’s in a Word? By 

Webb Garrison 

     Spanish 
explorers discovered white 
potatoes grown by the 
Incas high in the Andes 
Mountains of South 

America.  They brought 
the vegetable home, but it 
found no favor in Europe.  
A few plants were 
cultivated in botanical 
gardens as curiosities; 
most people, however, 
refused to eat their tubers. 
     Then a succession of 
crop failures produced 
famine conditions in 
Ireland.  Peasants, were 
persuaded to try the 
strange vegetables from 
South America, and within 
a few generations, white 
potatoes were among the 
major food crops of the 
nation.  Since the Irish 
were the chief users, the 
plant came to be known as 
the Irish Potato. 
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 

JOB INTERVIEW 
taken from Boone County 
Gardeners of America, IL 
 
The woman applying for a 
job in a Florida lemon grove 
seemed way too qualified for 
the job.  “Look Miss,” said 
the foreman, “have you had 
any actual experience in 
picking lemons?”  “Well, as a 
matter of fact, yes!” she 
replied.  “I’ve been divorced 
three times.” 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Interesting website: 
www.ngb.org 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
The next season always 
sounds better than the 
one you are in. 
     Taken from “Everything I 
Need to Know I Learned In My  
Garden” by Vic Osteen 
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 CAPS & HATS (choice of logo)   PLAQUE,  club president(walnut)  $40 
  Life member white cap (both logos) $15 
                                                                                                      MUGS:  Insulated, hot/cold (both logos) $5 

• green/white or white mesh cap $7.50                                          porcelain (both logos)  $3.50  
                                                                                                                       terra cotta “flower pot” (both 

• green or white sun visor  $6                                                              logos)  $5.50 
 

• Sunbody hat (no logo)(description                               GLOVES:  long cuffed or summer glove  $6 
       below)  $20                                                                                                    S, M, Lg 
 
• white poplin golf cap  $8                                              PLANT MARKERS:  (set of 8)  $2 

                                                                                                             (unavailable at this time) 
JACKETS (choice of logo) 
                                                                                    SCREEN SAVER:  $1 
 green or white lined windbreaker 
     M-XLg  $32    XXLg  $35                                        UMBRELLA (sunflower or magnolia)  $15 
               Shipping and handling charges will be 
added 
 green or white unlined windbreaker                        to your order using this chart.  Shipping is 
      M-XLg  $26    XXLg  $29           priority mail. 
              Total Order        Shipping and 
SHIRTS (choice of logo)                                Handling Charge 
           Up to $9.99………………….…$4.00 
 green or white sport shirt, knit                                          $10.00 to $49.99……………..…$7.50 
     M-XLg  $22    XX & XXLg  $25                                  $40 to $99.99………………..…$10.50 
            $100 to $199.99………………..$12.50 
 short sleeve Arrow dress shirt                   $299 and over………………….$14.50 
   (15 to 17-1/2)  $28.00       Only checks or cash please.  Headquarters is 
          not set up for credit card actions.  Credit cards 
 Gardening from the Heart t-shirt       may be used when ordering from the website. 
                  (no logo choice)  L-XL  $5 

                                    SUNBODY HATS are made of Guatemalan 
         palm leaves and are tough – rain or shine. 
VEST (choice of logo)          Sewn-braid palm leaf hats are the toughest 
hats  
 green poplin, washable  $16                                           you will find.  The overlapping layers of palm  
                  braid form an almost impenetrable sun block. 
JEWELRY (club members only, logo choice)                       When they get wet, they stiffen and keep their 
 bolo tie,  $6.75;  key chain,  $4; tie                  shape making them great in sun or rain. 
 tacks,  $4; 
 earrings (choice of post or wire), $7.99 
 pins: membership, president, past president, etc. $3.50  

       
 

ORDER FORM 
Name___________________________________________Club name________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________City_____________________State/Zip____________ 
  Style/Item                                   Size       Quantity                      Price             Total 
     
     
     
     
Head Size for Sunbody hat (only):______________                               Total enclosed:_____________________ 

FROM THE GARDEN SHOP 
ACCESSORIES 
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CERTIFICATES & 

PLAQUES 

These may be ordered 
through Bob Young, 
National Headquarters, 
afternoons, Monday-Friday 
at (515) 278-0295 or email 
him at 
mgcambr@dwx.com or via 
mail. 
 
HERTZ 
   As a member of the 
TGOA/MGCA, you are 
eligible for a discount card 
from Hertz.  Visit 
http://link.hertz.com/link
html?id=930; or call your 
travel agent; or Hertz at 1-
800-654-2210.  Member 
savings cards are also 
available from 
headquarters. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ENTERPRISE Rent-A-
Car 
  As a member of 
TGOA/MGCA, you are 
eligible to receive a 
discount from 
ENTERPRISE. 
    Reservations may be 
made on line at 
www.enterprise.com.  
Enter your account number 
in the corporate account or 
source code field.  The 
account number is:  
05K0309.  It will then ask 
for the first three letters of 
your organization’s name.  
Enter THE, proceed with 
making your reservation 
and your discount will be 
included in the rate that is 
displayed. 
  You may also call 1-800-
RENT-A-CAR to make a 
reservation, be sure to 
provide your corporate ID 
number to receive your 
discount. 
 

TGOA/MGCA Pre-Order 
Calendar Form 

2010 
Ship to: 
 
Name:____________________ 
Club Name________________ 
_________________________ 
Street Address:_____________ 
_________________________ 
City:_____________________ 
State:____________________ 
Zip:_____________________ 
           1-249………$2.95 each 
         250-499…….$2.75 each 
            500+………$2.65 each 
 
Quantity ordered:__________ 
Total amount______________ 
 
___Ship calendars to name and 
address above. 
___Will pick up on __________ 
(enter date/call ahead for time.) 
Invoice will be sent with your 
calendars.  YOU ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PAYMENT AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF ALL 
ORDERS PLACED.

The Gardeners of America        
5560 Merle Hay Rd / P.O. Box 241   
Johnston, IA 50131-0241 
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