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The 2008 President’s Message
Fellow Gardeners,

We are in the midst of
spring and summer is just
around the corner. What a
wonderful time of year to
be a gardener. The spring
bulbs have awakened to
help brighten the way out
of winter. We also benefit
from the beauty of fruit
and nut trees as they
display their blossoms in
preparation to set the
harvest in the fall.

This time of year allows us
to get out and do more in
the garden after being
confined from the winter.
Many of our clubs are
gearing up to help bring
some horticulture beauty to
their local community to
be enjoyed throughout the
summer. TGOA/MGCA
encourages all members to
participate in these
rewarding volunteer type
activities.

GARDENING SINCE 1932

The TGOA/MGCA
Gardening From the
Heart program is a
resource that is available
from national that may be
able to help your club fund
some of these projects with
a grant. However, you
have to ask. Gardening
From the Heart
information and grant
application is available
from headquarters and on
our website www.tgoa-
mgca.org. Itisin the
Members Only section.
Log in with the password,
click on Red Book in the
left menu and it is item
number 8. I invite you to
look into this resource
from headquarters for your
club’s next community
service project.

The day of the annual
national convention in Fort
Wayne, Indiana will be
here before you know it.
John Kessen and his team
from the Fort Wayne club
and many members of the
Central Great Lakes
region, have worked very
hard to offer so many
event choices throughout
the convention.

The diversity of tours,
plethora of educational
seminars and optional

activities are just
spectacular. For our show
judges, there is a rare
opportunity to gain some
valuable continuing
education with the judges
clinic presented by Peggy
Moody. For the show
exhibitor, this is a great
opportunity to gain
insights on how your
exhibit is evaluated. |
invite you to check out all
the speakers’ biographies
and credentials, now
available on our website.
They are top-notch
presenters in their fields.

The May registration
deadline is rapidly
approaching. Don’t put it
off and miss out. Register
early and lock in the best
rate and room. Gardening
is Great in 2008. See you
in Fort Wayne.

Now I must go play in the
dirt and plant something.
Happy Gardening!

Remember we are still
growing!

Chuck

SSSSSSSSSSS>>>>>>>>
Leadership is the ability to
hide your panic from
others.  Anonymous
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TGOA/MGCA 2008 National
Executive Officers

President: Chuck Burt, P.O. Box
606, Austin, and TX 78767 (512)
606-0177
txcwdancer(at)hotmail(dot)com
First Vice President: Bob
Grossman, 6115 Linden, Dallas,
TX 75230

(972) 701-8300
bobg@printedbags.net

Second Vice President:
Lawrence

Schaeffer, 5749 E. 6™ St.,
Tucson, AZ

85711 (520) 745-6093
LJLISCH@msn.com

Third Vice President: Hugh
Earnhart, 2935 Red Maple Ln,
Poland, OH 44514

(330) 757-4727
Gowie55@aol.com

Immediate Past President:
James Mack, 1101 Broadmore,
Tempe, AZ 85282 (480) 966-
8387

jandjmack@cox.net
Treasurer: Steven Bush, 1522
17" St., West Des Moines, 1A
50265

(515) 225-9638
bushfinancial@mchsi.com

TGOA/MGCA HQ SUPPORT
Membership
Manager/Bookkeeper:

Bob Young, 5560 Merle Hay
Road,

P.O. Box 241, Johnston, 1A
50131-0241

(515) 278-0295; Fax: (515) 278-
6245

mgcambr@dwx.com
Administrative Assistant:
Sheryl A. Bacon, (515) 278-0295
tgoasecy@dwx.com

MISSION
To promote gardening
education and related
environment issues to the
membership and the
gardening public, through
charitable, education and
scientific means.

CLUB ACTIVITIES
Please share your club’s
community activities
coming up or completed by
submitting stories to
headquarters to be printed
in our national newsletter
or website. We encourage
any information that you
feel would be of interest to
all club members across
the national organization.

THE TGOA/MGCA
WEBSITE
By Frank Mitch, Web
Master

http://www.tgoa-mgca.org
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org

Password: lily

Your website information
is always changing and
updating. Check it out.

DEADLINES FOR

SUBMITTING
ARTICLES FOR THE
NATIONAL
NEWSLETTER
Newsletter Date
July/Aug ’08 June 1, 2008
Sept/Oct ’08 Aug 1, 2008
Nov/Dec "08 Oct 1, 2008
Jan/Feb "09 Dec 1, 2009

ROOF
CONTRIBUTION

Listed below are donors who
have contributed to the roof
fund since the last newsletter.
To contribute, please send
donations to Mr. Bob Young
at national headquarters.

Greater Kansas City
Gardeners of America,
Edgerton, KS

MEMORIALS/HONORS
A gift was received in
memory of John H. Walsh
from the Greater Kansas
City Gardeners of
America.

A gift was received in
memory of Franklin Myers
from Gene and Velma
Walker, Emporia
Gardeners of America.

A gift was received in
honor of the MO-KAN
region from Brenda
Philips, Merriam, KS.

If you wish to submit a
monetary gift to the
headquarters in memory or
honor of any member, please
use the form from the website
or get a form from your
club’s secretary.
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>>

A Special Thank You
Headquarters wishes to
thank everyone who has
sent a memorial in a
member’s memory or
honor. What a great way
to remember someone.
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GARDENERS GONE
TO REST

Franklin Myers, Americus,
KS

Dale Luthi, Newport, AR
Duke Ernst, Belvidere, IL
Karl Gierman, Bluffton, OH
David Keim, Fort Wayne, IN
Robert Odom, Spartanburg,
SC

Cecil O. Spray, Austin, TX
John W. Newhart, Troy, NY
Doris Chapman, Austin, TX
Earl Zellner, Mendota, IL
Claude Austin, Arlington, TX
Wayland B. Weaver, Harper
Woods, Ml

Walter H. Franke, Austin, TX
George M. Goldman,
Atlanta,GA

Richard H. Mattox, Delmar,
NY

Raymond G. Tessmer,
Spartanburg, SC

Frank Player, Columbus, GA
Thomas W. (Tommy)
Graves, Richland, MS

Joe Knight, Des Moines, 1A

PAGEEVCIEE

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

The following club(s) has a
10% or more increase in
paid members from 2007-
2008.

No new clubs reporting
a 10% increase this month.

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE
FOR NATIONAL
PRESIDENTS

Submitted by Frank Mitch,
Central Great Lakes
Region Director
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One of our recent national
presidents suggested that
TGOA/MGCA provide
funds for current
presidents to travel and
visit various clubs and
regions. In the Yahoo
BODCC discussion group,
some doubt was expressed
regarding how significant
amounts could be
provided. Another
suggestion was to share the
expenses with the regions
or even some clubs.

It could work like this:

1. National would set
some annual maximum
amount for its share, for
example $3000, to be paid
on a matching basis.

2. Regions and clubs
could provide matching
amounts up to $3000 total.
3. Regions and clubs
could provide additional
amounts if desired.

4. The funds would be
processed through the
national office. The clubs
or region presidents would
show dates to be visited
and submit required travel
expense requests.

5. This matching
arrangement would
encourage regions and
clubs to contribute if they
wished to have a visit from
the national president.

The Yahoo Group
discussion indicated the
above proposal has a lot of

merit. In the past, various
regions did provide some
expense funds to
presidents who lived in
their regions. It is
expected that further
consideration will take
place at the next board
meeting in June at the
convention. If you have
opinions or further
suggestions, make them
known to officers,
directors, or the national
office.

" From the Editor:
@)
=

I want to thank each and
every one of you members
and clubs for sending in
your newsletters and
submitting articles for this
newsletter. 1 will try to
recognize the authors, but
if you are overlooked,
please remember it is
greatly appreciated.

Sheryl
S>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

HAVE YOU REGISTERED
FOR THE 2008
CONVENTION YET?

The registration form and event
schedule is on the website.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR
REQUESTS FOR
AWARDS AND
PLAQUES AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IN ORDER
TO GET THEM
FINISHED IN TIME
FOR THE
CONVENTION.
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LAST REMINDER

If you have not mailed in
your registration for the
2008 TGOA/MGCA
annual convention now is
the time. The early
registration fee of $198
ends on May 15. Why not
save some money and send
in your reservation now.
We already have
registrants from the
following states: Illinois,
Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Missouri, Ohio and Texas.
You will not want to miss
this convention, it will be
memorable and the
steering committee
guarantees a good time and
learning experience. Have
you ever known the Fort
Wayne club not to do a
great job? Your children
and grandchildren are
invited and encouraged to
attend. We are going to do
some special things with
the young people. It will
be a great time to renew
old friendships and make
new friendships. Chief
Little Turtle, General Mad
Anthony Wayne and
Johnny Appleseed will
want to meet you and help
you enjoy Fort Wayne.
They want to share the
heritage and friendliness of
our city with you. Don’t
be left out. It has been
sixteen years since the last
national convention was
held in Fort Wayne and the
members when they gather

GARDENING SINCE 1932

at the national conventions
still talk about the good
time they had in Fort
Wayne. The 2008
convention will be better
than the 1992 convention.
You really can’t afford to
miss it.

d

IF YOU LOVE PEONIES
This will be of interest
As taken from an article by

Jim Crist

Why do peony flower buds
fail to open? Bud failure
can be due to three main
causes. The most probable
cause is extreme cold
conditions during a time
when buds are developing.
It is also possible for
fungus to be the culprit,
and this might happen
during springs that are
unusually wet and warm.
One other possibility
would be a deficiency of
potassium in the soil.
Most plants in flower
formation use potassium,
so if the soil is deficient in
potassium, it could inhibit
flowering. This would be
easy to very with a soil
test. Some of the most
popular peonies are the
Vivid Rose, First Lady,
Pink Parfait, Raspberry
Sundae and Bowl of
Cream but there are many
other beautiful varieties
out there for your gardens.
SSS5533353535>5>5>5>>
WEBSITES FOR YOU:

www.ngb.org
www.garden.org

CUCKOO FOR COCOA

MULCH
Courtesy of Rebecca’s Garden
Rebecca Kolls

If you haven’t tried cocoa
bean mulch you might
want to consider it this
season. 1I’m convinced
something in those hulls
helps keep weeds and
animals away. Last year
after watching deer floss
their teeth on my hostas, |
was desperate to steer them
clear of my yard.

Knowing they don’t like
strong scents, | spread a
layer of cocoa bean mulch
around the hostas. A rich,
chocolaty aroma filled the
air. The deer never came
back, and weeds have
nearly disappeared in the
beds with this mulch.
Many people I’ve talked
with have noticed the same
results. You can find
cocoa bean mulch at your
local nursery. (Don’t use
if you have dogs, as there’s
been evidence that it can
be toxic.)

SOME “ DEER”
FAVORITES
Hosta, Chrysanthemum,
Daylily, Violets, Korean
Lilac, most bulbs (except
daffodils and anemones)

e
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“A REMINDER OF WHO
WE ARE”

THE GARDENERS OF
AMERICA

MEN’S GARDEN CLUBS

OF AMERICA
As printed in the Ideas for You,
the President handbook

THE NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION

Promotes and supervises
the organization of garden
clubs, and issues to said
clubs, charters as evidence
of membership and
affiliation.

Acts as a clearinghouse for
information benefiting all
affiliated clubs;
horticultural,
administrative, as well as
local and national
gardening activities.

Standardizes rules and
regulations for the conduct
of flower and horticultural
shows, encouraging clubs
and their membership to
exhibit. This is an
excellent way to learn and
achieve gardening
excellence. We prepare
and maintain a judging
manual for the training of
certified judges and
encourage the establishing
of region and district
judging schools, leading
toward eventual
certification.
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Makes supplies and awards
for regional and local club
awards.

Recognizes outstanding
contributions by
individuals, clubs, and
businesses.

Surveys activities of local
clubs and regions and
develops guides for
leadership.

Publishes the bi-monthly
TGOA/MGCA Newsletter,
as well as an official
calendar.

Develops and makes
available a lending library
of videos, slides, and
audiocassettes to
disseminate gardening and
general horticultural
information for learning
and advancement.

Makes available other
information and reference
sources on various
horticultural topics.

Receives monies
contributed to the
Gardening from The Heart
horticultural therapy fund
for the purpose of
endowing, or funding
projects, grants, and
scholarships in this field.

Encourages membership to
participate in
neighborhood and
community beautification.

Encourages membership to
achieve proficiency in
nature photography
through national
competition.

Encourages membership to
participate in youth
gardening programs and
horticultural therapy
programs.

Offers membership the
opportunity to participate
in regional and national
activities through
meetings, seminars,
conferences, and
conventions, where
business, learning and
fellowship are combined.
Keeps accurate records of
club charter dates, active,
and life members, and
furnishes clubs with
appropriate printouts.
SSSSSSSSSS>SSSSSS>>>

Wet And Green

Wet and Green

This springtime scene
With streets so clean
And birds serene.
Flowers there

Don't seem to care

If sun won't dare
Come out a hair.
Bustling buds

And wiggling worms
Make known a day in
spring.

Robert Oberst

Men's Garden Club of
Syracuse

201 Morton St.
Syracuse, N.Y. 13204
315 487-7709
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WHAT IS A

VOLUNTEER
Courtesy of the Bright Hoe,
Boone Co MGOA, IL

A volunteer is:
e Someone who
gives freely, but one
but is insufficiently
thanked.
e Someone who often
begins a job feeling out
of place, yet always
becomes an important
part of the program.
e Someone who is
sometimes not noticed,
but whose presence is
always felt.
e Someone whom
this club needs if its
projects and activities
are to be successful.
e Someone....could
that SOMEONE be
YOU?

may prove to be an
interesting site to visit.

WIKIPEDIA
We now have the article
about our national
organization published in
Wikipedia, the huge and
popular internet
encyclopedia. A big thank
you to Lou Adams of the
Spartanburg MGC for
putting this together.

Please take a look:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mai
n_Page
and then type in “The
Gardeners of America" in the
search window.

& »

CRAB GRASS

PREVENTION
The best time to apply
crabgrass prevention is
when the soil temperature
is approximately 52
degrees. Use a soil
thermometer to check the
temperature. Areas close
to driveways, and curbs
warm faster than the center

of the lawn.
Courtesy of The Grapevine,
Gardeners of North lowa, 1A

[ J
You might want to check
the website
www.longwoodgardens.org. |If
you are ever in this area, it
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< |

PLEASE HELP PROMOTE
“YOUTH GARDENING”
Remember to get your
requests in for the pumpkin
and sunflower seeds.
Check with your local
schools. Many of them
still have agriculture
programs, and check with
the local 4-H clubs. Also,
get your requests in for any
awards related to this
program before the
convention.

o T

IT IS BALLOT TIME

AGAIN

The ballots are in the mail.
Please note to be sure to
vote for your national
officers and the bylaws and
dues changes. Ballots are
due by June 2, 2008.

Please be sure to send
them to the address on the

ballot and not to HQ.

The most endangered
species......DEDICATED
LEADERS

&

v

<«

CORAL BELLS
Source:

Greg Sampson/Bob Sampson,
Extension Communications
Specialist
“Heuchera”, or as they

are more commonly
known, coral bells, have
seen an explosion of new
cultivators since the very
first ones came on the
gardening scene in the
early 1990s. Since then,
every new gardening
season has seen new
Heuchera arrive to satisfy
the taste of plant lovers
worldwide.

No plant has undergone
such a dramatic resurgence
in the garden. Ever since
Heuchera “Palace Purple”
became a household word
in perennials, the plant has
made its presence known.

What makes the plant so
attractive is its color,
achieved mainly through
foliage, as well as its neat
habit, diverse leaf shapes,
relatively low
maintenance, and its ability
to find a place in almost
any garden.

Heuchera prefers a semi-
shaded site with some
cultivators doing very well
in sun locations, provided
soil moisture is not limited.
Soil that is well drained
but yet retains some
moisture for good growth

6 76 YEARS OF GARDENING EDUCATION



TGOA/MGCA NATIONAL MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER MAY/JUNE 2008

and foliage appearance is
preferred.

Working in organic
matter to the soil prior to
planting helps ensure a
nice display of Heuchera.
These plants have a neat
mounding habit, making
them great as companions
with other shade loving
plants. They will also
provide a nice display of
flowers in colors of red,
pink, and white above the
foliage. These flowers are
displayed in large panicles
lasting four to eight weeks.

Removing old flowers
often results in re-
blooming. The plants are
also a nice addition to
mixed containers, adding
colors and textures to
enhance the container.

With a color palette
ranging from near black to
orange to reds, purples,
silver, and chartreuse,
there is no reason for the
garden to be without color
from spring to fall. Many
Heuchera also tend to be
semi-evergreen during the
winter months, thus
providing some color even
through the snow.

One type of Heuchera is
the *“ Peach Flambe’”, with
large glossy leave that
combine oranges, yellows
and pinks to resemble your
favorite peach dessert.
Peach Flambe’ likes a
shady garden and grows to
be about 16 inches.
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“Stormy Seas’” has ruffled
foliage of silver, lavender,
pewter and charcoal grey.
The leaves often look like
the dark waves of a very
angry sea. “Stormy Seas’”
grows well in sun to light
shade and is considered
one the better landscape
Heuchera.

“Lime Rickey” is about
as chartreuse as chartreuse
can get. Its’ ruffled foliage
lights up a garden and does
well in light to full shade.

“Midnight Rose” can add
“pop” to the garden with
its’ dark, wine-red foliage
with hot pink spots. It
grows well in sun to light-
shade areas.

“Green Spice” is a good
Heuchera for the shade.
The dark gray-edged silver
leaves have dark red veins
for a bold color contrast.

“Amber Waves” has
been around for a while
and is still drawing
attention. The stunning
amber gold foliage is
highly ruffled. The color
tends to get better in the
spring but is always a great
addition to the semi-
shaded garden.

All of these plants are
good for perennial borders
and even as accents in the
annual garden, bringing
unique color to the garden.
The most contagious
spirit......... Enthusiasm

< »
« »

A rose can say | love you,
Orchids can enthrall,
But a weed bouquet in a
chubby little fist,
Oh my, that says it all.
Author Unknown
SSSSSSS5S333555>35>5>>
“BOOK REVIEW”
Love-in-a-Mist
with Peonies

by Di DeCaire
“Barrington Belle”, a
Japanese peony with
cherry Red Guard petals
and golden staminodium is
formal dress for the
garden. It’s so gorgeous
that the idea of planting
anything near it has always
seemed disgraceful to me.
One hot July morning |
collected Love-in-a-Mist
(Nigella damascene) seeds
from bloomed-out plants in
my perennial border. The
seeds were oily and black
and there were plenty. |
walked over to the peony
and scattered the seeds on
the soil around it. Rain
came and pelted the seeds
into the soil. | forgot about
them.

The perky, ferny little
seedlings emerged in the
chill of October and much
to my surprise they over-
wintered like biennials,
their foliage remaining
green. By the way, my
garden is located in zone 6,
Rochester, NY. The next
spring the seedlings were
still there and doing fine.
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They grew larger and
formed lots of buds, and
then the best scenario
possible occurred. They
burst into bloom at exactly
at same time as the peony.
What luck! That azure blue
with cherry red. Nirvana.

I wish I could give you a
lot of instructions and
supply you with smart and
nifty how-tos. The truth is
that I did nothing. I didn’t
cover the seeds. | didn’t
water. Oh, yes, | did thin
them and keep the weeds
out as usual. It’s handy to
remember that nigella seed
sown in April (as an
annual) will bloom a bit
too late to compliment the
peonies. Ripened seed
from the first crop of ‘Miss
Jekyll’ nigella was sown in
summer, rather than
spring, in order to achieve
this combination. Now the
nigella self-sow reliably all
by themselves and | admire
this lovely match every
year in late May and early
June.

Di DeCaire created and
maintains a 250-foot long
x 18-foot wide serpentine
garden that is enjoyed by
all who pass by her 1875
farmstead. She is an expert
at combining perennials
for exciting effects.
DeCaire has an AAS in
horticulture and sells
divisions of perennials and
her own daylily varieties at
her roadside stand.
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THREE GOOD REASONS TO JUST LET THEM GROW
You may not want your lawn studded with gold, but as an organic
gardener, you’d be better off fighting a different battle. Not only
are dandelions harmless, here’s how they are good for your
garden.

1. Dandelions nourish bees and are important for honey
production. 2. They attract beneficial ladybugs. 3.Their deep
roots help aerate compacted soil.
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MORE WEBSITES FOR YOU
WWWw.japanesegarden.com
www.all-americaselections.org

SHOULD YOU
PRUNE ROSE BUSHES

IN THE SPRING
Quoted from the MSU
Extension Office, Ml

It is a good idea to remove
any dead, diseased or
otherwise damaged canes
to the base of the plant and
remove any suckers or
shoots coming up from the
rootstock. Slightly
damaged canes should be
cut back to healthy tissue.
Cutting back to an
outward-facing bud will
direct growth toward the
outside of the plant rather
than crowd the inside.
Opening up the center
promotes good ventilation
and helps prevent disease.
If a bush rose has more
than eight strong canes,
remove the extras before
cutting the remaining ones
to a uniform height. The
finished plant should have
canes evenly distributed
around the center of the V-
shaped plant.

o

PLANTING A
GARDEN

Submitted in the Flora Flash, Ft.
Wayne, IN

1. Plant an angry wise
man and Scarlet Sage will
come up.

2. Plant a box of candy
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and Candytuft will come
up.

3. Plant Cupid’s Arrow
and a Bleeding Heart will
come up.

4. Plant some steps and
Hops will come up.

5. Plant days, months and
years and Thyme will come
up.

6. Plant Christmas Eve
and Star of Bethlehem will
come up.

7. Plant orange blossoms
and Bridal Wreath will
come up.

8. Plant a sermon and Jack
in the Pulpit will come up.
9. Plant grief and Weeping
Willow will come up.

10. Plant Cinderella at
midnight and Lady’s
Slipper will come up.

11. Plant a ship that has
nowhere to go and
Portulaca will come up.
12. Plant Star Spangled
Banner and Union Jack
and Flags will come up.
13. Plant claws and a roar
and Tiger Lilies will come
up.

14. Plant a Richmond
caterpillar and Virginia
Creeper will come up.

15. Plant contentment and
Heart’s-ease will come up.
16. Plant what a married
man never has and
Batchelor’s Buttons will
come up.

17. Plant sad beauties and
Bluebells will come up.
18. Plant a labyrinth and
Maize will come up.

RECYCLE OLD
CALENDAR PAGES BY

MAKING ENVELOPES
Idea submitted by
Mary Berg,
TheTiller, Gardeners Club
of Green Bay, WI

Those beautiful flowers on
our national calendar pages
can be recycled as an
envelope! Here’s how:
Gently open a real
envelope so that you can
trace the shape onto the
calendar page. Cut, fold,
and secure sides with tape.
Use white adhesive labels
to write the address on the
envelope. Mary says this
idea was learned from
Green Bay’s Margaret
Gerhard, recycling person
extraordinaire!

DON’T FORGET TO
SEND IN YOUR
REGION AND
COMMITTEE REPORTS
FOR INCLUSION IN
THE CONVENTION
PACKETS! PLEASE
HAVE THEM TO ME BY
MAY 15!

THE PHILOSOPHER

GARDENER
The Compost, Rockford GOA, IL

In the spring, at the end of
the day, you should smell

like dirt.
Margaret Atwood

Gardening is an exercise in
optimism. Sometimes, it is
the triumph of hope over

experience.
Marina Schniz
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FROM THE DESK
OF YOUR TREASURER

In an earlier newsletter |
wrote of the new IRS policy
requirements for small tax-
exempt organizations who
previously did not file on
their own (or in conjunction
with TGOA/MGCA.) The
following info is a reprint
from the Spring 2008
SSA/IRS Reporter
newsletter.

IRS LAUNCHES NEW
ELECTRONIC FILING
SYSTEM FOR SMALL
TAX-EXEMPT
ORGANIZATIONS

The IRS launched a new
free electronic filing system
to enable small tax-exempt
organizations to file Form
990-N, Electronic Notice (e-
Postcard) for Tax-Exempt
Organizations Not Required
to File Form 990 or 990-EZ.

The new electronic filing
requirement, a provision of
the Pension Protection Act
(PPA) of 2006, applies to
organizations not required to
file Forms 990 or 990-EZ
because their gross receipts
are normally $25,000 or less.
Form 990-N can only be filed
electronically; there will not
be a paper version of the
form.

How to Use:
Filers will access and register
to use the electronic filing
system through the IRS Web
site, IRS.gov
(http://www.IRS.gov). After
registering as a user and
creating a Login and
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Password, the filer will

receive an email with a link

that will allow the filer to

activate their Login ID and

create the e-Postcard.

Organizations will need the

following items of

information in order to file:
e EIN

Tax year

Legal Name

Mailing address

Any other names

used

e \Web address if one
exists

e Name and address of
a principal officer

e Confirmation that the
organization’s annual
gross receipts are
normally $25,000 or
less.

[ )

Some of this information
will be pre-populated on the
Form 990-N from IRS
records.

The e-Postcard filing
system will allow
organizations to notify the
IRS that they are no longer in
business and have terminated
their existence. Exempt
organizations who fail to file
Form 990-N for three
consecutive years will have
their tax-exempt status
revoked as of the filing due
date of the third year.

The IRS also created a
system to provide for the
public disclosure of the
filings either on-line or by
downloading the files. The
disclosure site will have
enhanced search capabilities

allowing the public to search
by EIN, name or location.
Related Links:

e Tax Information for
Charities and Other
Non-Profits at
http://www.irs.gov

e Subscribe to the
Exempt
Organization’s EO
Update (at
http://www.irs.gov
under Charities and
Non-Profits); a
regular email
newsletter that
highlights new
information posted
on the charities pages
of the Web site.

e Form 990 Redesign
for Tax Year 2008
(Filed in 2009) is
also under the same
website.

NOAH’S ARK OF 100
MILLION SEEDS
Complements of USA
Today
An interesting article
appeared in the 2/27/08
USA Today. A doomsday
seed vault on a remote
Norwegian island in the
Acrtic Ocean opened
Tuesday (2/26), creating a
bank of more than 100
million seeds representing
every major food crop on
Earth. At 4 degrees below
0 F, it will preserve the
thousands of regional and
local crop varieties farmers
worldwide have bred for
thousand of years. I’ll bet
most of us didn’t know
about that!
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From the Garden Shop
ACCESSORIES

CAPS & HATS (choice of logo)
Life member white cap (both logos) $15

e green/white or white mesh cap $7.50

e green or white sun visor $6
e sunbody hat (no logo)(description
below) $20
e white poplin golf cap $8
JACKETS (choice of logo)
green or white lined windbreaker
M-XLg $32 XXLg $35
green or white unlined windbreaker
M-XLg $26 XXLg $29
SHIRTS (choice of logo)
green or white sport shirt, knit
M-XLg $22 XX & XXLg $25
short sleeve Arrow dress shirt
(15to 17-1/2) $28.00
Gardening from the Heart t-shirt
(no logo choice) L-XL $5
VEST (choice of logo)
green poplin, washable $16

JEWELRY (club members only, logo choice)

bolo tie, $6.75; key chain, $4; tie tacks, $4

earrings (choice of post or wire), $7.99

pins: membership, president, past president,

PLAQUE: club president (walnut) $40

MUGS: insulated, hot/cold (both logos) $5
porcelain (both logos) $3.50
terra cotta “flower pot” (both
logos) $5.50

GLOVES: long cuffed or summer glove $6
S, M, Lg

PLANT MARKERS: (set of 8) $2
(unavailable at this time)

SCREEN SAVER: $1

UMBRELLA (sunflower or magnolia) $15

Shipping and handling charges will be added
to your order using this chart. Shipping is

priority mail.

Total Order Shipping and
Handling Charge

Upto$9.99................e. $4.00

$10.00 to $49.99............. $7.50

$50t0 $99.99................ $10.50

$100 to $199.99............. $12.50

$299 and over................ $14.50

Only checks or cash please. Headquarters is
not set up for credit card actions. Credit cards
may be used when ordering from the website.
SUNBODY HATS are made of Guatemalan
palm leaves and are tough — rain or shine.

Sewn-braid palm leaf hats are the toughest
hats you will find. The overlapping layers of
palm braid form an almost impenetrable sun
block. When they get wet, they stiffen and keep
their shape making them great in sun or rain.

etc. $3.50
ORDER FORM
Name Club name
Address State/Zip
Style/ltem Size Quantity Price Total

Head size for Sunbody hat (only):

Total Enclosed:

GARDENING SINCE 1932
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CERTIFICATES &
PLAQUES

These may be ordered
through Bob Young,
National Headquarters,
afternoons, Monday-Friday
at (515) 278-0295 or email
him at
mgcambr@dwx.com or via
mail.

HERTZ

As a member of the
TGOA/MGCA, you are
eligible for a discount card
from Hertz. Visit
http://link.hertz.com/link
htmI?id=930; or call your
travel agent; or Hertz at 1-
800-654-2210. Member
savings cards are also
available from
headquarters.

“Many people like to
manipulate nature. | like
to live with it.”” Kitty
Clasing, Master Gardener.

ENTERPRISE Rent-A-
Car

Enterprise Rent-A-Car is
pleased to offer discounts
to members of the
Gardeners of
America/Men’s Garden
Clubs of America.

Reservations may be
made on line at
www.enterprise.com. To
make a reservation on line,
enter your account number
in the Corporate Account
or Source Code field. The
account number is:
05K0309. It will then ask
for the first three letters of
your organization’s name.
Enter THE, proceed with
making your reservation
and your discount will be
included in the rate that is
displayed.

You may also call 1-800-
RENT-A-CAR to make a
reservation, be sure to
provide your corporate ID
number to receive your
discount.

2008 Calendar
Order Form
Ship to:
Name:
Club Name
Street Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
1-249......... $2.85 each
250-749....... $2.60 each
750+......... $2.45 each
Quantity ordered:

Total amount

Order via: mail, phone, fax,
stop in at our HQ or email your
order requests to
TGOA/MGCA in Johnston,
lowa. A bill will be forwarded
with your calendars.

The Gardeners of America

Men’s Garden Clubs of America
5560 Merle Hay Rd / P.O. Box 241
Johnston, 1A 50131-0241
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