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The 2008 Acting  President’s 
Message 

 
Fellow Gardeners, 

 
I am writing you 

this brief letter, instead of 
Chuck.  Chuck was taken 
from us on July 22, 2008, 
in an accident at 
Georgetown, Texas.   

I think brevity 
would be the order of the 
day in this instance.  All 
who knew him, loved him.  
He will be missed. 

Chuck would want 
us to continue our 
promotion of the thing we 
all love – gardening. 

Our 2009 national 
convention will be in Santa 
Rosa, California.  Start 
making your plans now. 

Please contact 
Sheryl at our headquarters, 
if you would like to help us 
with our committees in 
2008/2009.  We can 
always use your assistance. 
 

A special message to all 
TGOA/MGCA clubs 
 
In light of the recent 
passing of our national 
president, Chuck Burt, I 
feel it best to correspond 
with each club in our 
organization, at this 
moment. 
The one thing that binds us 
all together is gardening. 
Your national organization 
stands ready to help you 
with this endeavor in any 
way it can. 
Sheryl Bacon, Bob Young, 
and Steve Bush at the head 
shed in Des Moines can be 
reached in a few moments 
to assist you, so please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
them at any time. 
Thanks for your past help, 
and we all look forward to 
a great future within our 
fine organization. 
Bob Grossman, Acting President 
…………………………… 
 
REMEMBER TO 
ORDER ONE OF THE 
BEAUTIFUL 2009 
CALENDARS! 
>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_ 
 
The most useless thing to 

do……..Worry 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    
A TRIBUTE TO CHUCK! 

TO A GREAT MAN  
WITH A HEART OF 

GOLD. 
HE ALWAYS HAD 

A SMILE ON HIS FACE 
AND WAS A FRIEND 

TO EVERYONE HE MET. 
TGOA/MGCA WILL        

MISS HIM GREATLY. 

 

 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS’ 

MEETING 
 
The November 6 – 8 
Board of Directors’ 
meeting will be held in 
Des Moines, IA.  
Due to the tragic event 
that recently happened, 
the location of the meeting 
was changed; thus, the 
registration forms, agenda 
and schedule of events 
will be mailed to each 
individual as soon as the 
plans are confirmed.  We 
look forward to “hosting” 
this important event again 
this year. 
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MISSION 
To promote gardening 
education and related 
environment issues to the 
membership and the 
gardening public, through 
charitable, education and 
scientific means. 
…………………………. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Please share your club’s 
community activities 
coming up or completed by 
submitting stories to 
headquarters to be printed 
in our national newsletter 
or website.  We encourage  
any information that you 
feel would be of interest to 
all club members across 
the national organization. 
 

THE TGOA/MGCA 
WEBSITE 

BY Frank Mitch, Web 
Master 

 
http://www.tgoa-mgca.org 
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org 

Password:  lily 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ma
inPage 

 
Your website is always 
changing.  Check it out. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
DEADLINES FOR 
SUBMITTING 
ARTICLES FOR THE 
NATIONAL 
NEWSLETTER 
Newsletter             Date         
Nov/Dec ’08 Oct 1, 2008 
Jan/Feb ’09 Dec 1, 2008 
Mar/Apr ’09 Feb 1, 2009 
May/June ’09       Apr 1, 2009 
 

ROOF 
CONTRIBUTION 

There were no roof 
donations since the last 
newsletter. 
To contribute, please send 
donations to Mr. Bob 
Young at national 
headquarters. 
 
MEMORIALS/HONORS 
A gift was received in 
memory of Marvin 
Schwilling from the 
Emporia GOA, KS 
 
If you wish to submit a 
monetary gift to the 
headquarters in memory or 
honor of any member, 
please use the form from 
the website or get a form 
from your club’s secretary. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

A Special Thank You 
Headquarters wishes to 
thank everyone who has 
sent a memorial in a 
member’s memory or 
honor.  What a great way 
to remember someone. 
******************** 
GARDENERS GONE 
 TO REST 
Patricia Kroemer, Fort 
Wayne, IN 
Lloyd Basil, Van Wert, 
OH 
Robert L. Pinkava, Euclid, 
OH 
Thomas W. Graves, 
Richland, MS 
Chuck Burt, Austin, TX 
Jim Barnhart, Sandusky, 
OH 
Melvin J. Burns, Black 
Mountain, NC 

TGOA/MGCA 2008 National 
Executive Officers 

 
Acting President: Bob 
Grossman, 6115 Linden, Dallas, 
TX 75230 
(972) 701-8300 
bobg@printedbags.com 
First Vice President:  Bob 
Grossman, 6115 Linden, Dallas, 
TX 75230 
(972) 701-8300 
bobg@printedbags.com 
Second Vice President:  
Lawrence 
Schaeffer, 5749 E. 6th St., 
Tucson, AZ 
85711  (520) 745-6093 
LJL2SCH@msn.com 
Third Vice President:  Hugh 
Earnhart, 2935 Red Maple Ln, 
Poland, OH 44514 
(330) 757-4727  
Gowie55@aol.com 
Immediate Past President: 
James Mack, 1101 Broadmore, 
Tempe, AZ  85282   (480) 966-
8387 
jandjmack@cox.net 
Treasurer:  Steven Bush, 1522 
17th St., West Des Moines, IA 
50265 
(515) 225-9638  
bushfinancial@mchsi.com 
 
TGOA/MGCA HQ SUPPORT 
Membership 
Manager/Bookkeeper: 
Bob Young, 5560 Merle Hay 
Road, 
P.O. Box 241, Johnston, IA 
50131-0241 
(515) 278-0295; Fax: (515) 278-
6245 
mgcambr@dwx.com 
Administrative Assistant: 
Sheryl A. Bacon, (515) 278-0295 
tgoasecy@dwx.com 



TGOA/MGCA NATIONAL MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER   SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2008 

GARDENING SINCE 1932                 76 YEARS OF GARDENING EDUCATION 3

Everett G. Ames, Paulding, 
OH 
Kenneth Miller, Van Wert, 
OH 
Robert E. Boles, Des 
Moines, IA 
Joe W. Knight, Jr., Des 
Moines, IA 
J. Marshall Magner, 
Webster Groves, MO 
Howard M. Rayner, 
Hindsdale, IL 
Frank A. Brogan, San 
Antonio, TX 
Leslie D. Scott, Mesquite, 
TX 
Ervin F. Campbell, Ozark, 
MO 
Phil M. Negley, Des 
Moines, IA 
William D. Alexis, 
Wadsworth, OH 
Lyle Keller, Santa Rosa, 
CA 
W. E. Lindsey, Reidsville, 
NC 
William C. Fischer, Kansas 
City, MO 
    
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 
The following club(s) have 
a 10% or more increase in 
paid members from 2007-
2008. 
   Gardeners of Tucson, 
AZ 
  Greater Cleveland MGC, 
OH 
  Gardeners of Central 
Lake County, IL 
  First MGC of Dallas, TX 
  MGC of Syracuse, NY 
  Gardeners of Rome, NY 
  Tioga County MGC, NY 

 

 
FROM YOUR EDITOR 
     What a great time and 
learning experience I had 
at convention.  The food 
was wonderful, the 
seminars were very 
informative and meeting 
all of you that attended 
was a great pleasure.  This 
was my first convention 
and for those of you who 
were unable to attend, it 
was fantastic.  Thank you 
Fort Wayne for all of your 
hospitality and the 
opportunity to attend this 
event.. 
 
Just a reminder to please 
send me your 
articles/photos for the 
newsletters.  Input from 
our members will provide 
us all a wide vast of 
knowledge and insight to 
our mutual love of 
gardening. 
 
Also, help me keep the 
directories current.  Send 
me your changes and I 
will post them in that 
month’s directory. 
 
I will be working on our 
“lending library” here at 
headquarters as I find the 
time.  Look forward to a 
more current listing of 
books for your use and 
also the availability of 
books which will be 
available for you to 

request for your own 
library.  This is a 
monumental task, but will 
eventually be updated. 
 
ATTENTION:  Please 
have the chair of your 
youth program contact 
Don Otterness, youth 
committee chair and send 
him the participant 
information and winners 
of the Big Pumpkin & 
Giant Sunflower Contest 
for 2008.  Plaques and 
certificates are available 
for the winners. 
>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_>_> 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YOUR NEWLY 
ELECTED OFFICERS 
FOR 2009 
 
Robert L. Grossman, 
President; 
Lawrence M. Schaeffer, 
First Vice-President; 
Hugh Earnhart, Second 
Vice-President; 
Tom Wilten, Third Vice-
president; 
Steven H. Bush, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

   
 
 
 

ONE MORE TIME!    
We need volunteers to 
chair some of  the 
national committees and 
also members to 
participate in them.  
Please submit your 
selections to HQs and we 
will pass them on to the 
national president.  These 
committees are an 
important part of our 
organization.  Let’s keep 
them working. 
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A SPECIAL NOTE OF 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL WINNERS OF 
AWARDS FOR THE 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
NEWSLETTER 
CONTESTS. 
 
THE BEAUTIFICATION-
HOME GARDEN 
AWARD WAS GIVEN TO  
JOHN MORLEY, DIXON, 
IL. 
This is a very special award 
not given out very often.  
Let’s give John a huge 
applause for his 
accomplishment. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

HAPPY 

HALLOWEEN  
2009 CONVENTION 

UPDATE 
     The Santa Rosa 
MGC is actively working 
on arrangements for 
hosting the 2009 
convention in beautiful 
Santa Rosa, CA.  The 
convention will be held at 
the Flamingo Conference 
& Spa Resort, May 28 
through May 30, 2009, 
with a room rate of $119 
plus tax per night.  This 
rate is guaranteed for early 
arrivals and extended stays 
and the use of all facilities, 
including the health club.  
Telephone # 707-545-8530 
or 1-800-848-8300 and the 
website and the website is: 
http://www.flamingoresort.
com. 
   Flights there are to 
Oakland, San Francisco or 
Santa Rosa.  They are 
working on group 
discounts for these flights. 
   A list of possible tours 
that they are planning are:  
the Old Growth Redwood 
Forest; Luther Burbank 
Home & Garden; wineries; 
gardens; and the Charles 
Schulz Museum.  Points of 
contact for the convention 
are Chet Wilson:  
chet36@comcast.net or 
Scott Tree: 
mycatrizzo@hotmail.com.  
Scott was elected the 
district representative to 

the national 
TGOA/MGCA.   
 
LET’S ALL PLEASE 
HELP THE SANTA 
ROSA MGC MAKE 
THIS CONVENTION 
A SUCCESS.  THEY 
STEPPED UP TO 
THE PLATE TO 
CONTINUE THE 
TRADITION OF A 
VERY IMPORTANT 
PART OF 
TGOA/MGCA.  IF 
ANY CLUBS CAN 
BE OF ASSISTANCE 
IN ANY WAY, IT 
WILL BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

H BENEFITS OF 
TREES 

 
• Two mature trees 

provide enough 
oxygen for a family 
of four. 

• Trees help reduce 
the “greenhouse 
effect” by 
absorbing carbon 
dioxide.  One acre 
of trees removes 
2.6 tons of carbon 
dioxide per year. 

• By cooling the air 
and ground around 
them, the shade 
from trees helps 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS 
Eleven applications were 
received this year and five 
were named as winners of 
scholarships at the 2008 
convention.  The 
scholarships were based on 
the scores in four 
categories: scholarship, 
essay, recommendations and 
work/student activities.  The 
recipients were:   
Karlyn Ruth Green, Ohio 
State University, 
Corrine M. DePue, Ohio 
State ATI 
Jenny Lou Barnett, Ohio 
State ATI 
Steven Robert Haba, Ohio 
State University 
Douglas Schuster, Ohio 
State ATI 
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cool the earth’s 
temperature. 

• Well placed trees 
help cut energy 
costs and 
consumption by 
decreasing air 
conditioning cost 10 
to 50% and 
reducing heating 
costs as much as 4 
to 22%. 

• In deserts, leaves 
absorb moisture 
from the dew and 
frost of the cool 
nights and release it 
to cool the air 
during the hot days. 

• A tree-line buffer 
between fields and 
streams helps 
remove farming 
pollutants before 
they reach the 
water. 

Article 
submitted in 
the Bright Hoe 
Newsletter, 
Boone Co 
GOA, IL 

………………………. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
MELON RINDS CATCH 
SLUGS,  
By Candy Reed, Virginia Beach, 
VA, Fine Gardening magazine 
 
    Whenever my family eats 
melons, I use the leftover 
rinds as slug bait.  I place the 
rinds under the foliage and 
near the base of my plants.  
The next morning, I pick up 
the slug-covered rinds with an 
old set of tongs, drop them 
into a recycled plastic grocery 
bag, and throw them away.  I 

hate slugs almost as much as 
I love gardening, so I am 
always happy when I 
discover an inexpensive, 
effective, and organic way to 
defend my helpless plants.  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

SOMETHING TO 
REMEMBER 

Submitted by Honey 
Barnekoff, past national 

president 
 

It might be wise to carry a 
penny in your pocket while 
working in your yard.  A 
couple of weeks ago, I was 
stung by a bee and a hornet 
while working in the 
garden.  My arm swelled 
up, so I went to the doctor.  
The clinic gave me cream 
and an antihistamine.  The 
next day the swelling was 
progressively worse and 
had become infected.  By 
this time I needed an 
antibiotic so back to the 
doctor I go.  The doctor 
told me that the next time I 
get stung, put a penny on 
the bite for fifteen minutes. 
That night, my niece was 
stung by two bees.  I 
looked at the bite and it 
had started to swell, so I 
taped a penny to her arm 
for fifteen minutes.  The 
next morning there was no 
sign of a bite.   
 Soon, I was out gardening 
again.  I was stung twice 
again by a hornet on my 
hand.  I thought, here I go 
again to the doctor for an 
antibiotic and then 
remembered about the 
pennies.  I promptly got 

my money out and taped 
two pennies to my bites.  
The pennies took the sting 
out of the bites 
immediately.  The next 
morning I could only see 
the spot where the hornet 
had stung me.  No redness, 
no swelling.  My friend, in 
the meantime, had also 
gotten stung.  Again the 
penny and again could not 
even tell where she had 
been stung.  The doctor 
said the copper in the 
penny counteracts the bite.  
It definitely works! 

YARD WORK – AS 
VIEWED FROM 

HEAVEN 
(overheard in a conversation 
between God and St. Francis) 

submitted by Jim Tracy, 
Rockford GOA 

 
God:  Francis, you know all 
about gardens and nature; what 
in the world is going on down 
there in the U.S.?  What 
happened to the dandelions, 
violets, thistles and the stuff I 
started eons ago?  I had a perfect 
no-maintenance garden plan.  
Those plants grow in any type of 
soil, withstand drought, and 
multiply with abandon.  The 
nectar from the long-lasting 
blossoms attracts butterflies, 
honeybees, and flocks of 
songbirds.  I expected to see a 
vast garden of color by now.  
All I see are patches of green. 
 
St. Francis:  It’s the tribes that 
settled there, Lord.  They are 
called the Suburbanites.  They 
started calling your flowers 
“weeds” and went to great 
lengths to kill them and replace 
them with grass. 
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God:  Grass?  But it is so boring.  
It’s not colorful.  It doesn’t 
attract butterflies, bees or birds, 
only grubs and sod worms.  It’s 
temperamental with 
temperatures.  Do these 
Suburbanites really want grass 
growing there? 
 
St. Francis:  Apparently not, 
Lord.  As soon as it has grown a 
little, they cut it. Sometimes two 
times a week. 
 
God:  They cut it?  Do they bale 
it like hay? 
 
St. Francis:  Not exactly, Lord.  
Most of them rake it up and put it 
in bags. 
 
God:  They bag it?  Why?  Is it a 
cash crop?  Do they see it? 
 
St. Francis:  No sir, just the 
opposite.  They pay to throw it 
away. 
 
God:  Now let me get this 
straight…they fertilize it to make 
it grow and when it does grow, 
they cut it off and pay to throw it 
away? 
 
St. Francis:  Yes, sir. 
 
God:  These Suburbanites must 
be relieved in the summer when 
we cut back on the rain and turn 
up the heat.  That surely slows 
the growth and saves them a lot 
of work. 
 
St. Francis:  You aren’t going to 
believe this Lord, but when the 
grass stops growing so fast, they 
drag out hoses and pay more 
money to water it so they can 
continue to mow it and pay to get 
rid of it. 
 
God:  What nonsense!  At least 
they kept some of the trees.  That 
was a sheer stroke of genius, if I 
do say so myself.  The trees grow 
leaves in the spring to provide 

beauty and shade in the summer.  
In the autumn they fall to the 
ground and from a natural 
blanket to keep the moisture in 
the soil and protect the trees and 
bushes.  Plus, as they rot, the 
leaves become compost to 
enhance the soil.  It’s a natural 
circle of life. 
 
St. Francis:  You’d better sit 
down, Lord.  As soon as the 
leaves fall, the Suburbanites 
rake them into great piles and 
pay to have them hauled away. 
 
God:  No way!  What do they 
do to protect the shrubs and tree 
roots in the winter to keep the 
soil moist and loose? 
 
St. Francis:  After throwing the 
leaves away, they go out and 
buy something called mulch.  
They haul it home and spread it 
around in place of the leaves. 
 
God:  And where do they get 
this mulch? 
 
St. Francis:  They cut down the 
trees and grind them up to make 
mulch. 
 
God:  Enough!  I don’t want to 
think about this anymore.  Saint 
Catherine, you’re in charge of 
the arts.  What movie have you 
scheduled for us tonight? 
 
St. Catherine:  “Dumb and 
Dumber”, Lord.  It’s a really 
stupid movie about….. 
 
God:  Never mind.  I think I just 
heard the whole story from Saint 
Francis. 
…………………………………
.. 
   DEER, DEER AND             
MORE DEER  
Published in the Garden Club of 
Austin, TX newsletter 
 

Having trouble with deer?  Here 
is a website that might give you 
several suggestions: 
http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu
/travis/docs/Gardening_In_Deer
_Country.pdf 
.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.--.-.-.-.-.-.-.--.-. 

2008 
CONVENTION 

   I want to thank all of the 
attendees of the 2008 
TGOA/MGCA National 
Convention.  We know 
that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and learned a 
lot.  One of the attendees 
stated that he has attended 
many business conventions 
along with gardening 
conventions and the 2008 
convention was at the top 
of the list.  If you have any 
pictures you would like to 
share please send them to 
Frank Mitch so that they 
can be put on the website 
and shared with the 
membership. 
    Now we need to start 
looking forward to the 
2009 TGOA/MGCA 
annual convention in Santa 
Rosa, California in late 
May.  Our Santa Rosa 
hosts, Scott Tree and Chet 
Wilson, have the planning 
well in hand.  I have had a 
chance to look at the list of 
all the things they want to 
show us.  It is fabulous.  
They promise that you will 
be charmed by their 
surroundings.  It is time to 
start making plans to 
attend. 
   At this time, we do not 
have a host club or clubs to 
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sponsor the 2010 
TGOA/MGCA annual 
convention.  I have proven 
that you can do a great 
convention with a steering 
committee of eight.  Do not 
be afraid to host a 
convention.  It is a lot of 
work, but it is fun.  One of 
the really great things to see 
is the joy and amazement 
on the faces of the 
attendees.  We need to have 
a convention in 2010 and as 
chairman of the convention 
committee I am here to help 
you.  You will not be 
standing on your own.  It 
was really great to hear at 
the annual meeting that 
some clubs are willing to 
support a convention 
financially.  Please send all 
of your offers of assistance 
and sponsorship to me.  I 
am the clearing house for 
information and offers. 
 
John Kessen 
chairman of the convention 
committee 
1205 Limberlost Trail 
Rome City, IN 46784 
(260)854-2988 

Gazing Ball Folklore       
A gazing ball will ward 
off witches from your 
garden. During the 17th 
Century in England, 
gazing balls were used 
to protect plants from 
the wicked witches who 
would come to steal 
them. The gazing balls 
attracted witches, but 
once the witches saw 
their ugly reflections, 
they fled the garden 

and the plants were safe. 
Submitted by The Gardeners 
of Green Bay, WI 

GOA-Topeka members 
present Jerold Binkley 
(center) with a check for 
Topeka Beautification 
Association.” 

 
GOA – Topeka has 

a reputation for generosity 
with volunteers and 
dollars, with community 
donations of over $15,000 
since 1998.   For many 
years, members raised 
funds with an annual 
spring plant sale, which 
included member-grown 
plants of many varieties, in 
addition to nursery-grown 
bedding plants.  $7,000 in 
scholarship money was 
given to Kaw Area 
Technical School, Topeka, 
and Kansas State 
University, Manhattan, for 
horticultural students.  
Over $6,100 went to 
garden development and a 
pond fountain at Lake 
Shawnee Gardens.  Lake 
Shawnee is a focal point 
for the club’s 
volunteerism, starting in 
spring with planting, and 
continuing into summer 
and fall with weeding and 
cleanup.  Several years 
ago, the club donated 

countless hours of bed 
preparation and planting, 
as well as plants, for the 
newly designated garden 
area at the lake.   A peony 
garden, with a plaque 
honoring award-winning 
local peony hybridizer 
Myron Bigger, was part of 
this effort. 

Other donations 
include $1,000 to the 
horticulture class at Kaw 
Area Tech for poinsettias, 
which were given as part 
of holiday baskets to 
elderly and other needy 
citizens in Topeka.   
$1,000 was given to the 
KSU Gardens in 
Manhattan, a great place to 
spend an afternoon, 
knowing that students 
there are learning their 
trade, by planning, 
planting, and maintaining 
the grounds.    

Most recently, 
GOA-Topeka presented a 
$1,000 check to local 
community gardener Jerold 
Binkley, for the Topeka 
Beautification Association.  
This was the twenty-
second, and final, year that 
Binkley and his wife, Joan, 
have allowed the Topeka 
Beautification Association 
to use their three and one-
half acre garden for its 
Tulip Time fundraiser.  He 
told us that, over the years, 
the self-guided tour has 
raised $350,000.  The 
Binkleys have landscaped 
their garden with more 
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than 25,000 tulips and 
12,000 daffodils, as well as 
with many perennials and 
flowering shrubs and trees.  
Jerold himself newly plants 
about half of the tulips 
every fall.  The club 
members enjoyed a perfect 
evening at Tulip Time for 
their April meeting, with 
daffodils still perky, and 
tulips at their peak beauty, 
with redbuds and other 
flowering trees as an 
elegant background.   

 
by Shirley Darby, 

member GOA – Topeka, 
Kansas                      

 
PUMPKIN HISTORY 

     References to pumpkins 
date back many centuries.  
The name pumpkin 
originated from the Greek 
word for “large melon” 
which is “pepon.”  “Pepon” 
was nasalized by the 
French into “pompon.”  
The English changed 
“pompon” to “pumpion.”  
American colonists 
changed “pumpion” into 
“pumpkin.” 
     Native Americans dried 
strips of pumpkin and wove 
them into mats.  They also 
roasted long strips of 
pumpkin on the open fire 
and ate them.  The origin of 
pumpkin pie occurred when 
the colonists sliced off the 
pumpkin top, removed the 
seeds, and filled the insides 
with milk, spices and 

honey.  The pumpkin was 
then baked in hot ashes. 
For more pumpkin facts, 
visit the website:  
www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/pumpki
ns/ 
 

                BOOK REVIEW 
                                     By Ellen Franz,  

                             Member-at-Large 
Master Gardener, Bayvier, Idaho 

 
A LIFE IN NATURE 

By Linda Lear 
 

     The author, Linda Lear, 
provides her readers with a 
comprehensive, and 
sensitive look at the life 
and time of long life, 
Beatrix Potter honed her 
many talents.  In this 
careful process, she 
fulfilled her own goals and 
shared her gifts in a myriad 
of ways.  Beatrix Potter 
was a quiet, steadfast 
crusader for all things, 
great and small, in nature. 
     This is a book you can 
pick up at any page and 
easily become absorbed.  
The copious notes and 
excellent index are a help.  
If, when you finish the 
book and yearn to know 
more about Beatrix Potter, 
an extensive bibliography 
awaits your curiosity.   
     Yes, Beatrix Potter was 
a gardener, not out of 
economic necessity, but for 
a deep desire to see nature 
at its artistic best.  One 
question remains – when 
did Beatrix Potter ever find 
the time to write so many 
letters? 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 
WE ARE IN NEED OF 
MEMBERS 
INTERESTED IN 
DOING BOOK 
REVIEWS FOR THE 
NEWSLETTERS! 

 
Flower Show Judges’ 

Training 
 

 The Judging School 
is to train top quality 
flower show judges.  The 
training program’s 
objective is to teach the 
principles of judging in a 
wide variety of 
horticultural classes. 
 Judging schools 
may be planned, 
coordinated, and 
conducted by region 
organizations.  All schools 
require approval of the 
national show and judging 
committee. 
 The region judging 
chairman should apply to 
the national judging 
committee for permission 
to conduct a training 
school with the 
TGOA/MGOA Judges 
Manual to serve as the 
textbook for the training 
program.  The school 
application should be a 
complete program outline 
with instructors’ 
qualifications. 
 The national 
chairman will notify the 
region chairman of the 
official authorization for 
the training as well as 
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notify the administrative 
secretary.   
 The region 
chairman will now proceed 
to inform candidates, 
instructors, and sponsoring 
organizations of the 
training school’s schedule 
and requirements.  
Candidates’ names, 
addresses, and club 
affiliation should be 
forwarded to the national 
chairman and 
administrative secretary. 
 It is important to 
follow our Judge’s Manual 
to maintain a uniform 
quality for TGOA/MGOA 
flower show judges on a 
national level.  There are 
some schools that are 
completed or still in 
progress for which no 
candidate information has 
been forwarded to the 
national chairman or 
administrative secretary as 
required in the manual.   
 It would be greatly 
appreciated if the 
appropriate region judges 
chairmen would forward 
the candidates’ information 
for your training schools.  
Please include a list of 
accredited judges in good 
standing as well. 
 
The information can be 
forwarded as follows: 
TGOA/MGOA  
national show and judges 
committee 
Peggy Moody, chairman  

2022 Westwood Acres 
Drive 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501-
8512  
Email: 
pmmoody@mchsi.com 
 
 Without required 
communication between 
clubs, regions, and national 
levels, our organization 
does not function so each 
level can be supportive in 
both upward and 
downward directions. 
 A judge’s 
workshop held at the 2008 
national convention in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, provided 
credit to update good 
standing for current 
accredited judges.  The 
workshop provided review 
on flower show procedure 
and an opportunity for 
judging horticulture 
specimens using a generic 
point scoring form.  The 
attendees showed interest 
and knowledge as they 
participated.  Several 
voiced that the activity 
broadened their 
understanding of how to 
point score in a show if the 
situation required it.   
 
Submitted 8-4-08 by  
Peggy Moody 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Are in order 
For the following 

Clubs 

The Gardeners Club of 
Green Bay, WI celebrated 
its’ 40th anniversary. 
In 1967, several local 
Green Bay, WI gardeners 
organized and applied for 
becoming a member of the 
Men’s Garden Clubs of 
America.  On January 24, 
1968 the charter was 
presented.  At that time, 
the local garden club had 
47 members.  It was noted 
that the national 
organization had 10,000 
members with 350 member 
clubs. 
The club kicked off  2008 
with an anniversary cake at 
their January meeting.  The 
accompanying photograph 
includes the 2008 officers: 
Sherry Campbell, 
secretary; Nancy Croake, 
vice president; Sue Rohan, 
treasurer and Paul 
Hartman, president. 

 
     ………………………… 
75th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE GARDENERS OF 
AMERICA OF 
GREATER CLEVELAND 
This club is celebrating 
seventy-five years of 
uninterrupted operation.  
They have a strong 
tradition of public service 
and recently created a 
beautiful garden for the 
Transitional Housing 
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Shelter in Cleveland.  They 
also awarded scholarships 
to two outstanding high 
school students who are 
going to major in 
horticulture. 
 
What great anniversaries to 
celebrate! 

 
Pictured above is William 
T. Swales, a fifty year 
member of The Gardeners 
of Jackson (formerly The 
Men’s Garden Club of 
Jackson), Jackson, 
Mississippi.  Affectionately 
known as Bill, he was born 
on March 15,1917, and that 
makes him 91 years young. 
Although somewhat limited 
in mobility, Bill is still 
young at heart and mind 
and attends as many club 
functions as he can. We 
congratulate him on long 
life and long membership 
in TGOA/MGCA. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
GARDEN TIP OF THE DAY 
When making hard boiled eggs, 
don’t pour the water down the 
drain.  Use this calcium enriched 
water to feed your plants. 
.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-                           

Taters for Trees 
From the Great Green Book of 
Secrets by Jerry Baker 
   When planting a tree, line 
the planting hole with 
baking potatoes.  They hold 
in the moisture and provide 

nutrients to the tree as they 
decay. 
-------------------------------- 

 
 

THE HALL OF 
FLOWERS EXHIBIT 

      The Santa Rosa Men’s 
Garden Club participated 
in the Hall of Flowers 
exhibit at the Sonoma 
County Fair in Santa Rosa, 
CA.  This  is the largest 
“themed” flower show in 
the world! 
     The overall theme of 
the show was “The 
Gardens of New England” 
and their exhibit was 
“Boston Harbour”.  The 
club was fortunate to 
accumulate some very 
interesting artifacts, 
including a hand crafted 
boat made for one of their 
members.  They grew 
about 95% of the plant 
material they used in their 
exhibit, which was cared 
for by a devoted group of 
their members and the 
agriculture department 
students at Elsie Allen high 
school. 
     They basically are 
given a patch of dirt with a 
very basic background and  
then they create their own 
garden from scratch in a 
matter of a few days.  
There is input from the 
club members and these 
ideas are formulated into a 
plan featuring a water 
feature, pathways and the 
overall look of the garden. 

     They were fortunate to 
be awarded “Best Garden 
Design” out of the 12 
exhibits, considering the 
fact that they are the only 
non-professional group in 
the show. 
     Due to the award 
money and the plant sale 
after the fair closes, they 
raised over $8,000.00 for 
their scholarship fund.  
The club awarded 
$6,000.00 in scholarships 
this year to Sonoma 
County Ag students and 
also contributed $1,500.00 
to the agriculture program 
at Elsie Allen high school. 
     Visit their web site – 
www.mensgardenclubofsa
ntarosa.com or 
youtube.com , Sonoma 
County Fair Hall of 
Flowers and Sonoma 
County Fair Hall of 
Flowers Preview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TGOA/MGCA 
IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER FOR 2009! 

 
February 13, 2009     
Photography Competition 
Deadline 
 
April 1, 2009 
Scholarship Deadline 
 
May 28-30, 2009 
Convention, Santa Rosa, 
CA 
 
October 22-24, 2009 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Dallas, TX 
 
January 1, 2009 
2009 Membership Dues 
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FROM THE GARDEN SHOP 
ACCESSORIES 

CAPS & HATS (choice of logo)   PLAQUE,  club president(walnut)  $40 
  Life member white cap (both logos) $15 
                                                                                                      MUGS:  insulated, hot/cold (both logos) $5 

• green/white or white mesh cap $7.50                                          porcelain (both logos)  $3.50  
                                                                                                                       terra cotta “flower pot” (both 

• green or white sun visor  $6                                                              logos)  $5.50 
 

• Sunbody hat (no logo)(description                               GLOVES:  long cuffed or summer glove  $6 
       below)  $20                                                                                                    S, M, Lg 
 
• white poplin golf cap  $8                                              PLANT MARKERS:  (set of 8)  $2 

                                                                                                             (unavailable at this time) 
JACKETS (choice of logo) 
                                                                                    SCREEN SAVER:  $1 
 green or white lined windbreaker 
     M-XLg  $32    XXLg  $35                                        UMBRELLA (sunflower or magnolia)  $15 
               Shipping and handling charges will be added 
 green or white unlined windbreaker                        to your order using this chart.  Shipping is 
      M-XLg  $26    XXLg  $29           priority mail. 
              Total Order        Shipping and 
SHIRTS (choice of logo)                                Handling Charge 
           Up to $9.99………………….…$4.00 
 green or white sport shirt, knit                                          $10.00 to $49.99……………..…$7.50 
     M-XLg  $22    XX & XXLg  $25                                  $40 to $99.99………………..…$10.50 
            $100 to $199.99………………..$12.50 
 short sleeve Arrow dress shirt                   $299 and over………………….$14.50 
   (15 to 17-1/2)  $28.00       Only checks or cash please.  Headquarters is 
          not set up for credit card actions.  Credit cards 
 Gardening from the Heart t-shirt       may be used when ordering from the website. 
                  (no logo choice)  L-XL  $5 

                                    SUNBODY HATS are made of Guatemalan 
         palm leaves and are tough – rain or shine. 
VEST (choice of logo)          Sewn-braid palm leaf hats are the toughest hats  
 green poplin, washable  $16                                           you will find.  The overlapping layers of palm  
                  braid form an almost impenetrable sun block. 
JEWELRY (club members only, logo choice)                       When they get wet, they stiffen and keep their 
 bolo tie,  $6.75;  key chain,  $4; tie                  shape making them great in sun or rain. 
 tacks,  $4; 
 earrings (choice of post or wire), $7.99 
 pins: membership, president, past president, etc. $3.50 
  

            ORDER FORM 
Name___________________________________________Club name________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________City_____________________State/Zip____________ 
 
  Style/Item                                   Size       Quantity                      Price             Total 
     
     
     
     
Head Size for Sunbody hat (only):______________                               Total enclosed:_____________________ 
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CERTIFICATES & 

PLAQUES 

These may be ordered 
through Bob Young, 
National Headquarters, 
afternoons, Monday-Friday 
at (515) 278-0295 or email 
him at 
mgcambr@dwx.com or via 
mail. 
 
HERTZ 
   As a member of the 
TGOA/MGCA, you are 
eligible for a discount card 
from Hertz.  Visit 
http://link.hertz.com/link
html?id=930; or call your 
travel agent; or Hertz at 1-
800-654-2210.  Member 
savings cards are also 
available from 
headquarters. 

 
“Many people like to 
manipulate nature.  I like 
to live with it.”  Kitty 
Clasing, Master Gardener. 
 
 

ENTERPRISE Rent-A-
Car 

  Enterprise Rent-A-Car is 
pleased to offer discounts 
to members of the 
Gardeners of 
America/Men’s Garden 
Clubs of America. 
    Reservations may be 
made on line at 
www.enterprise.com.  To 
make a reservation on line, 
enter your account number 
in the Corporate Account 
or Source Code field.  The 
account number is:  
05K0309.  It will then ask 
for the first three letters of 
your organization’s name.  
Enter THE, proceed with 
making your reservation 
and your discount will be 
included in the rate that is 
displayed. 
  You may also call 1-800-
RENT-A-CAR to make a 
reservation, be sure to 
provide your corporate ID 
number to receive your 
discount. 
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The Gardeners of America 
Men’s Garden Clubs of America 
5560 Merle Hay Rd / P.O. Box 241 
Johnston, IA 50131-0241 

2009 Calendar 
Order Form 

 
Ship to: 
 
Name:____________________ 
 
Club Name________________ 
_________________________ 
 
Street Address:_____________ 
_________________________ 
City:_____________________ 
State:____________________ 
Zip:_____________________ 
           1-249………$2.95 each 
         250-749…….$2.75 each 
            750+………$2.50 each 
 
Quantity ordered:__________ 
Total amount______________ 
 
Order via:  mail, phone, fax, 
stop in at our HQ or email your 
order requests to 
TGOA/MGCA in Johnston, 
Iowa.  A bill will be forwarded 
with your calendars. 


