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For the 2010 President 
Fellow Gardeners, 
     I trust that all who 
attended the 
TGOA/MGCA convention 
in Grand Rapids arrived 
home safely.  Those who 
attended, drank lemonade, 
talked to old friends, made 
some new ones, learned 
some new gardening 
knowledge, and though the 
meeting ended too soon. 
     This assembly of 
gardeners was outstanding 
in educational seminars 
and field trips, especially 
the visits to Meijer 
Gardens and the home of 
Dale Deppe, owner of 
Spring Meadow Nursery.  
THANKS Great Lakes 
Region for your efforts in 
producing this event.  You 
are a special breed of 
gardeners. 
     Several things struck 
me as I reflected on the 
convention.  First, the 
executive committee’s 

open forum was a big 
success.  It was an 
informal session and 
everyone who attended 
contributed something for 
the good of the 
organization.  Several 
ideas will be explored 
immediately and others 
will be presented for 
discussion at the Tucson 
directors’ meeting.  
Second, few club member 
officers attended the 
convention.  It is at this 
type of meeting that one 
gathers ideas for 
improving the local clubs 
and inspiring your 
members to be pro-active.  
And last, no unattached 
life member in the tri-state 
area attended the 
convention after being 
personally invited.  This 
needs some serious 
exploring. 
     The next convention is 
in   Kansas.  I hope you 
will mark your calendar for 
June 16 – 18, 2011.  
Follow the yellow brick 
road to a “Little Bit of 
Heaven” in Overland Park, 
Kansas.  Attending the 
TGOA/MGCA 
conventions has a way of 
rejuvenating one’s soul to 

be a better gardener, a 
steward of the planet, and a 
superior club member.  Get 
in touch – see you in 
Kansas. 
     For the directors, your 
next gathering is beautiful 
Tucson, Arizona on 
October 28 – 30, 2010.  
Registration material is 
available in several places 
and must be submitted by 
September 9th for the hotel.  
The Gardeners of Tucson 
are waiting for you. 
For those who attended the 
Grand Rapids convention – 
THANK YOU!  For those 
who did not attend – WE 
MISSED YOU.  Have a 
pleasant day and Happy 
Trails.   Hugh Earnhart 
            First Vice President 
********************** 
TGOA/MGCA 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
for 2010 
Alexandra Shaffner, 
     Massillion, OH 
Amy Ryan, 
     Medina, OH 
Bradley Miller, 
     Seville, OH 
Philip Hatfield, 
     Wapakoneta, OH 
Holly DeVault, 
     Milan, OH 
All winners were sponsored 
by The Gardeners of Greater 
Akron. 
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MISSION 
To promote gardening 
education and related 
environment issues to the 
membership and the 
gardening public, through 
charitable, education and 
scientific means. 
…………………………. 
TGOA/MGCA 
WEBSITE 
BY Frank Mitch, Web 
Master 
http://www.tgoa-mgca.org 
http://www.gardenersofamerica.org 
Password:  lily 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ma
inPage 
www.wikigardens.com 
 
Your website is always 
changing.  Check it out. 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
GARDENERS GONE 

 TO REST 
Maurice Jerome 
Peebles, Oxford, 
NC 

Roy Attaway,  
Hills, KS 
Ed Roghair, McMinnville, 
OR 
Ray Nevels, St. Louis, MO 
Bob Ohnleiter, Phoenix, 
AZ 
Robert Schmadl, 
Highlands, TX 
Fred Deering, 
Monroeville, OH 
Stanley Surantis, 
Rockford, IL 
G. L. Karadin, Akron, OH 
********************** 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
No report this month. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 2011 OFFICER 
ELECTEES 
President 
Hugh Earnhart, 
Poland, OH 
First Vice President 
Thomas Wilten, 
 Dallas, TX 
Second Vice President 
John Kessen, 
 Rome City, IN 
Third Vice President 
James Bagwell,  
Moore, SC 
Treasurer 
Steven Bush,  
West Des Moines, IA 
+++++++++++++++ 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE AWARD 
RECEIPIENTS 
Mr. Ronald A. Heggen, 
MGC of Des Moines, IA 
was awarded the Silver 
Medal which is given for 
outstanding service to 
TGOA/MGCA and his 
region and club. 
 
Mr. Daniel Blackledge, 
Gardeners of Jackson, MS 
was awarded the Bill Hull 
Memorial Cup in honor of 
his long-term service to 
TGOA/MGCA and his 
horticultural service to his 
community. 
 
Steve and Donna Maki, 
The Gardeners of Lima, 
OH were awarded the 
Beautification Award 
(Home Garden) in 
recognition of their efforts 
in making their property 

TGOA/MGCA 2010 National 
Executive Officers 

President:  
Lawrence Schaeffer 
5749 E. 6th St., Tucson, AZ 
85711  (520) 745-6093 
tgoapres@live.com 
First Vice President:  
Hugh Earnhart, 2935 Red 
Maple Ln, Poland, OH 44514 
(330) 757-4727  
Gowie55@aol.com 
Second Vice President:   
Thomas Wilten 
6633 Talmadge Ln 
Dallas, TX  75230 
(972) 661-1006 
tom_wilten@hotmail.com 
Third Vice President:   
John Kessen 
1205 Limber Lost Trail 
Rome City, IN  46784 
(260) 854-2988 
lakelover60@yahoo.com 
Immediate Past President: 
Bob Grossman, 6115 Linden, 
Dallas, TX 75230 
(972) 701-8300 
bobg@printedbags.com 
Treasurer:   
Steven Bush, 1522 17th St., 
West Des Moines, IA 50265 
(515) 225-9638  
bushfinancial@mchsi.com 
 
TGOA/MGCA HQ 
SUPPORT STAFF 
Administrative Assistant: 
Sheryl A. Bacon 
tgoasecy@qwestoffice.net 
Bookkeeper/Membership: 
Chris Mulvania 
mgcambr@qwestoffice.net 
5560 Merle Hay Road, P.O. 
Box 241, Johnston, IA 50131-
0241 
(515) 278-0295;  
Fax: (515) 278-6245 
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their “Field of Dreams” 
and contributing to the 
quality of the local 
community and the 
national environment. 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

FROM 
YOUR 
EDITOR 
 
 

We want to thank the 
Indianola Men’s Garden 
Club of Indianola, IA and 
Ronald A. Heggen for the 
donation of the cocoa bean 
mulch this year for use on 
the grounds at TGOA/ 
MGCA headquarters.  
Also, thank you to Ronald 
A. Heggen, Tom Shanley 
and Lyle Morse for their 
time and efforts in picking 
up the mulch and 
delivering it to 
headquarters.  This is 
definitely a positive 
addition to the 
beautification of our 
grounds. 
 
I recently overheard a 
comment at our local club 
meeting which I would like 
to address.  The comment 
was that the national 
newsletter was not being 
read.  There is a lot of time 
and effort put in to writing 
this newsletter for each 
issue.  I try to include 
items of interest of what is 
happening in the 
TGOA/MGCA 
organization each 
publication.  If there is 

something you would like 
to see in the newsletter, 
please let me know.  
Otherwise, please take 
time to read your 
newsletter.  This will help 
you stay “involved” in 
your national organization 
and keep abreast of 
upcoming and ongoing 
happenings.  If you really 
do not want the newsletter 
sent to you hard copy or if 
you just want it emailed, 
please let me know.   I 
sincerely appreciate the 
comments which I have 
received in the past. 
 
There have been some 
recent changes in ordering 
merchandise from the 
Garden Shop on the 
website.  We no longer use 
Pay Pal or have a credit 
card.  Please order by 
phone, email or US mail 
using the order form. 
Checks are the preferred 
means of payment. 
 
I received notice from one 
of the members of the 
Gardeners Club of Green 
Bay, WI of a website 
garden blog that he is 
keeping.  He states that this 
has been his open garden 
journal for over a year and 
you might benefit from it.  
His name is David Parsons 
and he is the May photo 
feature of our 2010 
calendar.  The website is: 
www.vegetablegardendjp.b
logspot.com. 

FROM THE GARDEN 
SHOP will return the next 
issue of your newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “FEATURE CLUB” 

UPCOMING 
CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
2010 Board of Directors’ 
meeting, 
Oct 29-30, Tucson, AZ 
  (see page 4) 
 
2011 Convention, June 
16-18, Overland Park, KS   
“A Bit of Heaven in 
2011” 
 
2011 Board of Directors’ 
meeting, November 4-5, 
Des Moines, IA 
++++++++++++++++ 
Pumpkin and Sunflower 
winners when available. 
++++++++++++++++ 
Book reviews – wanted 
anytime 
++++++++++++++++ 
Scholarship Awards by 
April 1, 2011. 
++++++++++++++++ 
Photography Awards  – 
for 2011 are due February 
16, 2011 
++++++++++++++++ 
Other awards for 2011 are 
due, December 31, 2010 
++++++++++++++++ 
DEADLINES FOR 
SUBMITTING 
ARTICLES FOR THE 
NATIONAL 
NEWSLETTER 
Newsletter             Date       
Sept/Oct ’10           Aug 1,‘10 
Nov/Dec ’10           Oct 1 ‘10 
/////////////////////////////////////////// 
“HAPPY FOURTH OF 

JULY” 



TGOA/MGCA NATIONAL MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER   JULY/AUGUST 2010 

GARDENING SINCE 1932                      77 YEARS OF GARDENING EDUCATION 4

GARDENERS OF 
TUCSON 

 
The Gardeners of Tucson 
in Tucson, AZ is the home 
of our current national 
president, Larry Schaeffer 
and our 2002 national 
president Paul Bessey. 
They are a non-profit, tax-
exempt, community 
organization open to all 
who are interested in plants 
and gardening and are 
affiliated with 
TGOA/MGCA. 
Their purpose is to 
promote a fuller 
appreciation of the benefits 
and joys of working with 
plants, both locally and 
nationally. 
The local club was 
founded in 1959 and 
recently celebrated their 
50th anniversary. 
Their club is involved in 
garden tours, seed 
exchanges, plant sales, 
vegetable and flower 
shows and many other 
types of activities. 
Once again for Arbor Day 
the club planted a tree, 
graciously donated by 
Andy Bessey, in the Reid 
Park Memorial Grove, to 
honor those members of 
their club who have died in 
the past year.  What a 
wonderful memorial. 
TGOA/MGCA salutes this 
club for its many years of 
affiliation and service. 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
Hosted by the Gardeners of 
Tucson 
TGOA/MGCA OFFICERS 

TGOA/MGCA 
DIRECTORS 
TGOA/MGCA 
ALTERNATE 
DIRECTORS 

TGOA/MGCA PAST 
PRESIDENTS 

ALL INTERESTED 
MEMBERS 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
The Gardeners of Tucson 
would like to invite you to 
our national board of 
directors’ meeting October 
28-30th, 2010. We have a 
busy agenda, full of both 
business and social 
activities for you and your 
spouses. 
 
Please refer to the website 
and to pages five and six of 
this newsletter for 
documents pertinent to 
meeting information. 
 
*Meeting Agenda 
*Registration Form 
*Hotel Registration Form 
*What to do in Tucson 
 
We would kindly ask that 
you please register 
promptly, and make your 
hotel reservations early, so 
we can get an accurate 
count of how many are 
coming.   

Tucson is famous for its 
autumn weather! Make it 
a vacation! 
 
If you have any questions, 
please call or e-mail. 
 
Julie Martin 
nativeseedco@aol.com 
(520) 760-0213 
or 
Lorien Tersey 
dreamflower@qwest.net 
(520) 591-2432 
 
Please refer to our website 
for the agenda; registration 
form; hotel registration 
form and any other 
pertinent information 
regarding the meeting this 
fall. 
 
“A HUGE THANK YOU” 
The 2010 convention is 
over and what a wonderful 
time was enjoyed by all.  It 
is always fun to see all of 
our gardening friends and 
to make new friendships.  
The seminars were great; 
the food delicious and the 
hotel was a great choice.  
We toured some beautiful 
gardens besides taking care 
of our business meetings.  
Thank you to the Central 
Great Lakes Region; John 
& Cheri Kessen; Hugh 
Earnhart and all the other 
officers, committees and 
volunteers. A job well 
done. 
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The Gardeners of America 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 

October 28‐30, 2010 
in beautiful ...Tucson, Arizona ! 

            
! 
 
                Registration Form 
 

Please Print: 
Registrant Guest (if applicable) 
Name:     _______________________________  Name:    ______________________ 
Address: _______________________________   Address: ______________________ 
City:        _______________________________       City:          ______________________ 
State:      _______________ Zip: ___________         State:       ____________ Zip: ______ 
 
Club: ____________________Office held:________________  Region:_______________ 
 
The registration fee is $100.00 for each registrant and guest. 
Registration fees include hotel dinner Friday and Saturday evening, use of hospitality 
room, and bus + entrance fee to Tohono Chul Park. (www.tohonochulpark.com) 
My check for $ __________ is enclosed, kindly payable to The Gardeners of Tucson. 
 
Transportation 
For registrants arriving by air: the host committee will arrange to help pick up attendees 
at the Tucson International airport (TUS) in Tucson, AZ on Thursday, October 28th 
starting early afternoon. If you need to use this service please fill out the following 
information:   Arrival at TUS: 
Date: 10‐28‐2010  Time: ______ Airline: ______________ Flight Number: _________ 
Departure from TUS: 
Date: 10‐31‐2010 Time: ______ Airline: _______________Flight Number: _________ 
A host committee representative will meet all attendees completing the above 
information in the baggage claim area of the airport. 

Send this registration form no later than September 17th to: 
Helga Zwickl 
Gardeners of Tucson‐Treasurer 
4205 N. Camino del Celedor 
Tucson, AZ  85718 

The Gardeners of Tucson are not responsible for hotel reservations. See TGOA website for hotel 
information. Do not send this form to National. 
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The Gardeners of America Board of Directors Meeting 
October 28‐30, 2010 

 
Marriott University Park Hotel 

880 E. 2nd Street 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
(520) 792‐4100 

 
Name ____________________________    Telephone ____________________ 
Address__________________________       Fax _________________________ 
City/State/Zip ______________________      E‐Mail ______________________ 
Arrival Date _____________   Departure Date ____________ # of Nights _____ 
 
Please indicate number of rooms requested and number of persons in each room: 
______ Room at $109.00 with two queen beds for ____ persons. 
______ Room at $109.00 with one king bed for ____ persons. 
*All rates are per room, per night and are subject to state and local taxes 13.05% + $2.00 city 
surcharge. Requests for reservations received after cut‐off date of Thursday Sept 9, 2010 will 
only be accepted based on availability, and price may significantly increase. Please provide 
credit card guarantee to receive confirmation. 
 
_____  Money Order/Cashier’s Check 
_____  Company Check 
_____  Credit Card 
(Type)____________  Account # _______________________ Exp.Date ____________ 
Name on the Account ___________________________ 
Person(s) occupying the room ___________________, ____________________ 
 
*Cancellation requests must be received 72 hours prior to arrival to avoid forfeiture of 
deposit/one night rental. Upon arrival, credit card is required to activate room charges, etc. 
Discounted breakfast buffet is available, or a variety of restaurants for both breakfast and lunch 
are within short walking distance. 

Please send reservation requests to: 
Marriott University Park Hotel 
880 E. 2nd Street 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
Tel :(520) 792‐4100 

For online reservations please go to: Tucson Marriott University Park 
and use group code: gargara 
 
From Airport:  Metro Transportation (520‐624‐2324) 

AZ Stagecoach  (520‐881‐4111) 
Rides may also be available from Gardeners of Tucson volunteers. 
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“CLUB EVENTS FROM 
AROUND THE 
COUNTRY” 
 
I thought it might be 
interesting to hear of some 
of the various 
event/fundraisers the other 
TGOA/MGCA affiliated 
clubs are doing.  I’ll try to 
list some in each 
newsletter. 
 
Garden Club of Austin, 
Austin, TX 
A silent auction was held 
in April.  Various non-
plant items that gardeners 
would enjoy, were 
welcome for this auction.  
This auction is held in 
conjunction with their live 
plant auction and provides 
a very entertaining 
evening. 
 
Emporia Gardeners of 
America. Emporia, KS 
For the last several years, 
the club has cooperated 
with Camp Alexander in 
their Earth Day activities 
and has given the fifth 
graders of Lyon county a 
redbud tree.  The club has 
a “tree wrapping” party.  
The members package 
each tree individually in a 
plastic bag in preparation 
for handing out to the 
students. 
 
MGC of Albany, Albany, 
NY has completed a 
Gardening from the Heart 
project.  After a generous 

donation of pansies from 
Kobler’s Deerfield Farm, 
the flowers were planted in 
many half whiskey barrel 
planters that form a 
perimeter for the seven 
large 4x8 raised vegetable 
garden beds at the Center 
for Disability Services.   
When harvested, the 
vegetables are used at the 
center in their therapy 
cooking program or taken 
home for family use. 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“A GARDENING 
TIDBIT” 
submitted by Donald R. Burns, 
life member 
When I harvested winter 
squash, I used to wash 
them well and dip them in 
a weak solution of water 
and clorox and then set 
them out to dry before 
putting them away on 
shelves in my garage.  This 
killed the bacteria on the 
outside and prolonged their 
storage life by several 
months. 
When planting cuttings of 
berry vines, make a 
solution of young wild 
berry shoots and water in a 
blender and dribble the 
solution over your just 
planted shoots.  The wild 
berry shoots are loaded 
with growth hormones and 
will assist your shoots to 
send out roots. 
Another tidbit is to 
germinate your seeds in 
petri dishes, containing a 
thin layer of pumice on the 
bottom; just enough to 

keep the seeds damp and 
still be able to see the 
seeds, which lay in 
beautiful rows in each 
dish.  When the seeds have 
sprouted, very carefully 
with little tweezers, 
transfer each seed to its 
own small (one inch 
square) plastic pot and put 
them under florescent 
lamps.  After they have 
their first leaf, transfer 
them to two or four inch 
pots under another set of 
lamps.  When ready you 
can then plant them in your 
garden beds and enjoy! 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
GARDEN 
NIGHTMARES 
Compliments of the Flora Flash 
Bob Van Kirk 
An asparagus spear took steady 
aim. 
At a big green cabbage head. 
A cheery tomato cried bombs 
away, 
And dropped in a lettuce bed. 
 
A potato signaled a carrot 
friend, 
It’s time to go underground. 
A radish and onion o’er heard 
the call, 
And they too went downward 
bound. 
 
Cucumbers vied with zucchini 
and squash, 
The contested night and day. 
Then the melons, water and 
musky types, 
Joined in the widespread fray. 
 
The pumpkins grew neutral as 
they ere do, 
Corn looked askance and grew 
tall. 
Belligerent beans glared at 
neighbor pears 
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And the red beets bled for them 
all. 
P.S. 
They bickered and spatted day 
and night, 
Going all out in their vegetable 
fight. 
And were so engrossed with 
such petty deeds, 
They all lost the battle to sneaky 
weeds. 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

MAGIC PLANT 
FOOD! 
From the Austin 
Gardener & Lisa 
Miller Field, 

Reader’s Digest 
 
Spraying plants with an 
aspirin solution every three 
weeks can boost their 
growth rate and veggie 
yield while reducing 
disease and pests.  Why?  
Plants make salicylic acid 
when stressed, so being 
proactive may help ward 
off problems.  Make the 
spray by dissolving a 325 
mg aspirin in a tablespoon 
of cider vinegar, then add 
to a gallon of water. 
++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Interesting 
facts about 
onions 
By Bob 

Benzing (Gardeners of 
Rome)Rome, NY 
 
     In 1919 when the flu 
killed 40 million people 
there was this doctor that 
visited many farmers to see 
if he could help them 
combat the flu. Many of 
the farmers and their 
families had contracted the 

flu and many members had 
died. 
     The doctor came upon 
this one farmer and to his 
surprise, everyone was 
very healthy.  When the 
doctor asked what the 
farmer was doing that was 
different, the wife replied 
that she had placed an 
unpeeled onion in a dish in 
the rooms of the home, 
(probably only two rooms 
back then).  The doctor 
couldn't believe it and 
asked if he could have one 
of the onions and place it 
under the microscope.  She 
gave him one and when he 
did this, he did find the flu 
virus in the onion.  It 
obviously absorbed the 
bacteria, therefore, keeping 
the family healthy. 
     Now, I heard this story 
from and old time farmer, 
my grandfather.  He said 
that several years ago 
many of his work hands 
were coming down with 
the flu and so were many 
of his friends.  The next 
year he placed several 
bowls with onions around 
his outbuildings.  To his 
surprise, none of his 
people got sick.  It must 
work.  (And no, my 
grandfather was not an 
onion farmer). 
     The moral of the story 
is, buy some onions, and 
place them in bowls 
around your home.  If you 
work at a desk, place one 
or two in your office or 

under your desk or even on 
top somewhere.  Try it and 
see what happens.  We did 
it last year and we never 
got the flu. 
     If this helps you and 
your loved ones from 
getting sick, it is well 
worth it.  So if you do get 
the flu, it just might be a 
mild case and you will 
rebound faster. 
It’s a cheap experiment 
and for a little effort and 
few bucks for onions it’s 
worth it.  Better yet a few 
home grown ones from 
your garden are even 
cheaper! 
     I read an article that 
said to cut both ends off an 
onion, put one end on a 
fork and then place the 
forked end into an empty 
jar, placing the jar next to 
the sick person at night.  It 
said the onion would be 
black in the morning from 
the germs.  I tried it and 
sure enough it happened 
just like that, the onion was 
a mess and the person 
began to feel better in the 
morning. 
     Another thing I read in 
the article was that onions 
and garlic placed around 
the room saved many 
people from the black 
plague years ago.  They 
have powerful antibacterial 
and antiseptic properties. 
     Onions can be 
poisonous.   I have seen 
my grandmother use an 
onion, which has been left 
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in the fridge from over- 
night.  This can be very 
toxic and not a good 
practice.  Buy smaller 
onions and discard any 
portion unused. 
     Next I will discuss a 
little about food poisoning.  
Most people in the summer 
worry about mayonnaise 
spoiling.  But in fact all 
commercially made mayo 
is completely safe. 
It doesn't even have to be 
refrigerated.  No harm in 
refrigerating it, but it's 
necessary.  The pH in 
mayonnaise is set at a 
point that bacteria could 
not survive in that 
environment.  When food 
poisoning is reported, the 
first thing the officials look 
for is when the 'victim' last 
ate ONIONS and where 
those onions came from (in 
the potato salad?).  It's not 
the mayonnaise (as long as 
its not homemade mayo) 
that spoils in the outdoors.  
It's probably the onions, 
and if not the onions, it's 
the potatoes. 
     Onions are a huge 
magnet for bacteria, 
especially uncooked 
onions.  You should never 
plan to keep a portion of a 
sliced onion.  It's not even 
safe if you put it in a zip-
lock bag and put it in your 
refrigerator.  It's already 
contaminated enough just 
by being cut open and out 
for a bit, that it can be a 
danger to you (and doubly 

watch out for those onions 
you put in your hotdogs at 
the baseball park!) 
     If you take the leftover 
onion and cook it like 
crazy, you'll probably be 
okay, but if you slice that 
leftover onion and put on 
your sandwich, you're 
asking for trouble.  Both 
the onions and the moist 
potato in a potato salad 
will attract and grow 
bacteria faster than any 
commercial mayonnaise 
will even begin to break 
down. 
     So, how's that for 
news?  Take it for what 
you will.  I am going to be 
very careful about my 
onions from now on.  For 
some reason, I see a lot of 
credibility coming from 
this information which 
came from a chemist and a 
company that produces 
millions of pounds of 
mayonnaise every year. 
Also, dogs (4 legged 
kinds) should never eat 
onions.  Their stomachs 
cannot metabolize onions. 
     Please remember it is 
dangerous to cut onions 
and try to use them to 
cook the next day, they 
become highly poisonous 
for even a single night 
and create toxic bacteria, 
which may cause adverse 
stomach infections 
because of excess bile 
secretions and even food 
poisoning. 

     So keep growing onions 
but be careful how to use 
them in food and keep 
them away from your pet 
dog. 
--.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 
YOUTH GARDENING  

 
MAY 2010 
OCTOPUS 
In prepara-
tion for 

the national convention, a 
youth survey was sent to 
all 48 clubs.  I greatly 
appreciate the time and 
effort the following twelve 
clubs took to complete and 
return the survey:  Greater 
Kansas City, MO; Van 
Wert, OH; Dixon, IL; 
Mason City, IA; Spokane, 
WA; Albany, NY; Stone 
Mt., GA; Jackson, MS; 
Littleton, CO; Rockford, 
IL; Ft. Wayne, IN; Kansas 
City, KS and Youngstown, 
OH.  The octopus’ arms 
are growing ever so 
slowly.  There must be 
more children’s gardens 
and children’s gardening 
projects and ideas out 
there, please look for them 
and send me information 
on them so we can get a 
good data base going.  
Results of this survey will 
be published in the next 
newsletter.  The one thing I 
have noticed is that only 
one club was getting 
sunflower and pumpkin 
seeds from national and 
one club didn’t even know 
that national had the seeds.  
Sheryl has purchased nice, 
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new, fresh seeds for this 
year.  If anyone would like 
to be a part of the youth 
committee, please let me 
know.  Peggy Moody is 
returning and I welcome a 
new member, Nancy 
Strock from Dixon, IL.  I 
would also like to thank 
Joe Alessi for all the help 
he has provided for me.  I 
really hope everyone can 
find ways to get going and 
get growing with our 
future gardeners of 
America. Cheri 
ckessen2001@yahoo.com 

BOOK REVIEW 
“KIDS IN THE 

GARDEN” Author Elizabeth 
McCorquodale 

Review by Sheryl Bacon 
 
This book was written as a 
children’s book, but is also a 
great easy-to-follow guide for 
adults. 
 
The book covers a step by 
step introduction to 
gardening to include parts of 
a plant, how to plant seeds, 
how to build and make 
homemade compost, be a 
worm farmer, bee projects 
and much more. 
 
The projects section of the 
book covers the sprouting of 
the seeds and shoots and has 
many pages covering the how 
to plant and maintain the 
growing of various fruits, 
vegetables, flowers and even 
herbs. 
 
The recipes section of the 
book has many unique, easy 

recipes using the fruits and 
vegetables included in the 
projects section. 
 
Throughout the book there 
are “quiz” questions referring 
to the particular plant being 
written about on that page 
along with items of interest 
which reference that plant.  
There is even a glossary 
which is perfect to help the 
kids of all ages to learn the 
gardening lingo. 
 
This book is filled with lots 
of very colorful pictures and 
character drawings along 
with jokes and points of 
interest referencing the 
individual fruits and 
vegetables.  It is written and 
displayed in such manner to 
keep the interest of the young 
and the more mature 
individual reader. 
 
The author is a mother-of-
three, a passionate gardener, 
and an irrepressible 
gardening writer.  Her 
previous work includes 
Growing Stuff An 
Alternative Guide to 
Gardening.  Both books have 
been published by Black Dog 
Publishing, London, UK. 
 
Black Dog Publishing has 
been kind enough to offer us 
a reader discount of 40% on 
this title.  To order please 
email: 
jess@blackdogonline.com 
and quote TGOA/MGCA 
offer. 
A garden is never so good as 
it will be next year. 
   Thomas Cooper, Horticulture 
Magazine 
 

 “SEED SWAP ITEM” 
I have morning glory, 
sunflower and nasturtium 
seeds. 
Looking to swap for 
chocolate smoke nicotiana, 
moulin rouge sunflower 
and chocolate cosmos 
seeds. 
 
Joe Perlot 
Box 633 
Phoenix, AZ 85010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NAME THE FLOWER! 
 
Everyone has these on 
their face?   (Tulips) 
 
An icy drip?  (Snow Drop) 

DOES ANYONE 
HAVE A 
GARDENING 
QUESTION/OR 
SUGGESTION 
THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE 
ANSWERED OR TO 
PASS ON?  I know 
there are many 
gardening experts 
among our 
membership and it 
would be interesting 
to share some of this 
knowledge.  Please 
forward all questions, 
etc. to me here at 
headquarters and I 
will start a section in 
the newsletter for 
these.  I know I could 
learn a lot plus be 
very interesting. 
      Sheryl 
tgoasecy@qwestoffice
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GARDENING FROM 
THE HEART PROJECT 
 
ROOTS ROCK 
COMMUNITY 
GARDENS, ROCKFORD 
IL 
Submitted by Ron Bare, 
Rockford GOA 
In 2010, the Roots Rock 
Community Garden pilot 
project was created to 
address the importance and 
proliferation of community 
gardens.  Among the many 
benefits of this project, is 
to try to reverse the 
national trend towards 
diet-related illnesses and to 
relearn the value of fresh 
health foods.  The 
neighborhood-based 
community gardens have 
very nominal out-of-pocket 
costs to one individual.  
Grants are funding items 
such as seeds, plants, tools, 
soil and additives, lumber, 
and other additional items.  
The produce raised goes 
first to residents, then to 
area pantries through the 
Plant-A-Row for the 
Hungry program.  Extra 
can be sold at farmer’s 
markets. 
Community Gardens 
paired with neighborhood 
groups can be more 

successful.  It’s a 
community effort.  
Building and tending these 
types of gardens reduces 
neighborhood blight, 
breaks down barriers, 
fosters new or better 
relationships, builds 
leadership skills, and 
provides reasons to 
celebrate. 
The Rockford Area GOA 
is instrumental in this very 
worthwhile project and we 
applaud them.  What an 
incentive for all of us 
gardeners. 
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 
MORE AWARDS 
PRESENTED AT 
CONVENTION 2010 
 
Photography competition: 
2010 Sweepstakes 
winner: 
Richard States, MGC of 
Youngstown, OH 
Best of Show:  Vicki Agee, 
Rockwall-Rowlett GC, 
Rowlett, TX 
1st Runner-up:  Rodney 
Toth, MGC of 
Youngstown, OH 
2nd Runner-up: Karyn 
Chaffin, Member-at-large, 
Denver, CO 
 
Judges-Digital 
Shirley Winnes, Gardeners 
of Green Bay, WI 
Mark Cornelius, 
Sunflower GOA, Kansas 
City, KS 
Karyn Chaffin, Member-
at-large, Denver, CO 
 

Judges-Digital and Slides 
Richard States, MGC of 
Youngstown,OH 
Sherra Schuck, GOA 
Overland Park,KS 
Rodney Toth, MGC of 
Youngstown, OH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW 
LIBRARY BOOKS 
HAVE ARRIVED 

 
1)The Changing 
Garden, by Betsy G. 
Fryberger 
2)The Color of Grace, 
by Tonia Triebwasser 
3)Outwitting Ticks, by 
Susan Carol Hauser 
4)Ladybugs, by Mia 
Posada 
5)Climbing Gardens, by 
Joan Clifton 
6)Kids in the Garden, 
by Elizabeth 
McCorquodale 
7)Fabulous Food from 
Every Small Garden, by 
Mary Horsfall 
8)Directions for the 
Gardener and other 
Horticultural Advice, by 
John Evelyn 
9)Teaming with 
Microbes 
by Jeff Lowenfels & 
Wayne Lewis 
 
THESE ARE 
AVAILABLE IN YOUR 
HEADQUARTERS 
LIBRARY 



      TGOA/MGCA NATIONAL MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER   JULY/AUGUST 2010 

 12

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATES & 

PLAQUES 

These may be ordered 
through national 
headquarters at (515) 278-
0295 or via mail/email. 
***PARTNERS IN 
GARDENING*** 
 
AMERICAN 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY (AHS) 
Membership cost of $40 
for two years for a single 
or $40 for one year for a 
couple.  Check out the 
benefits of membership. 
www.ahs.org 
 
HERTZ:  Member savings 
cards available from 
headquarters. 
TGOA/MGCA member 
number is CDP#0338537. 
Make reservations at 
www.hertz.com or 1-800-
654-2210/2240. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENTERPRISE: 
TGOA/MGCA account 
number SB00001; enter 
pin #ENT.  There is a 5% 
discount.  Make 
reservations on line at 
www.enterprise.com or 
call 1-800-RENT-A-CAR. 
 
SUNSHINE FARM & 
GARDENS:  Members can 
save 10% off with offer 
code MG10.  Check out 
http://sunfarm.com or 
http://sunfarm.com/special
s/. 
 
We need more “partners 
in gardening”.  Ideas? 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
TGOA/MGCA passes on 
a huge THANK YOU to C. 
Raker and Sons, Litchfield 
MI for their generous 
donation of petunias, 
gerber daisies, dianthus 
and marigolds which have 
been planted in the flower 
beds at headquarters for 
everyone to enjoy.  

 
The Gardeners of America   
5560 Mere Hay Rd/P.O. Box 241                 
Johnston, IA 50131-0241          
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2011 Calendar 
Order Form 

Ship to: 
Name:____________________ 
Club Name________________ 
_________________________ 
Street 
Address:_____________ 
_________________________ 
City:_____________________ 
State:____________________ 
Zip:_____________________ 
           1-249………$2.95 each 
         250-499…….$2.75 each 
            500+………$2.65 each 
 
Quantity ordered:__________ 
Total amount______________ 
 
___Ship calendars to name 
and address above. 
___Will pick up 
on__________ 
(enter date/call ahead for 
time.) 
Invoice will be sent with your 
calendars.  YOU ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PAYMENT AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF ALL 
ORDERS PLACED. 


